
 3 & 4: 
Between Two Toys

Overview of Original Dialogue Essay

dialogue is a conversation between two or more people. 

Your Dialogue Essay will be a dialogue between two toys in a .

I. TOPIC OF DIALOGUE ESSAY
writing Dialogue Essay between

two toys in a . 

II. NUMBER OF PARAGRAPHS IN THE
BODY OF YOUR DIALOGUE ESSAY

Basic 10 paragraphs

Extension 12 paragraphs 

*Roughly--see III. Paragraphs vs. Sentences--count sen-
tences!

III. PARAGRAPHS VS SENTENCES
the minimum

that you should plan to write.

instead

Basic: 32-40 sentences
Extension: 40-46 sentences

Note: This Overview Box, which is provided at the beginning of each assignment, is here to give students (and teach-
ers) an at-a-glance look at the entire composition project. Each step of each lesson is assigned and detailed through-
out the week(s).

IV. OPENING PARAGRAPH
All will Opening Para-
graph

V. CLOSING PARAGRAPH
not Closing Paragraph

VI. SOURCES
not

VII. QUOTATIONS IN YOUR DIALOGUE
ESSAY
All will direct quotations.

VIII. WRITE ON/ADDITIONAL SKILLS

Brainstorming
Writing Dialogue

Definition Opening Paragraph

   



Lesson A. Study Skills/Prewriting:

<> A-1.

<> A-2. Jot down notes in the Brainstorming Box provided 

<> A-3.

Each paragraph will contain at least one sentence

have at least two toys speaking

Brainstorming Box

Box A-2

   



who is going to speak and generally what that toy will
say.

“
”

Note that when one toy speaks more than one sentence, you just place the 
opening  marks before the toy’s first sentence and the ending 

 marks following the last words it spoke--just one set of quotation 
marks for all the sentence  that one toy spoke.

Each time a new toy begins speaking, a new paragraph should be started.

You may or may not use all of the sentence lines

Note: If this is your first CI writing or language arts book and you are not familiar with dialogue writing,
you may desire to outline your essay after you complete Step Two: Dialogue Writing (the next assign-
ment). Feel free to flip over to that lesson then come back to this outlining assignment, if needed.

All--Paragraph of Body 

Sentence 1 __

Sentence 2 __

Sentence 3

Sentence 4

Sentence 5

Sentence 6

   



All--Paragraph of Body 

  

Sentence 1 _  

Sentence 2 __ 

Sentence 3  

Sentence 4  

Sentence 5  

Sentence 6

All--Paragraph of Body 

  

Sentence 1 _ 

Sentence 2 _  

Sentence 3  

Sentence 4  

Sentence 5  

Sentence 6

All--Paragraph of Body 

  

Sentence 1 _  

Sentence 2 _  

Sentence 3  

Sentence 4  

Sentence 5  

Sentence 6

   



All--Paragraph of Body 

Sentence 1

Sentence 2

Sentence 3  

Sentence 4   

Sentence 5 

Sent nce 6 

All--Paragraph of Body 

Sentence 1

Sentence 2

Sentence 3  

Sentence 4   

Sentence 5   

Sentence 6   

All--Paragraph of Body 

Sentence 1 _

Sentence 2 _

Sentence 3   

Sentence 4   

Sentence 5   

Sentence 6   

     



All--Paragraph of Body 

 

Sentence 1   

Sentence 2   

Sentence 3    

Sentence 4    

Sentence 5  

Sent nce 6 

All--Paragraph of Body Nine 

 

Sentence 1 __  

Sentence 2 __  

Sentence 3    

Sentence 4    

Sentence 5    

Sentence 6  

All--Paragraph of Body 

   

Sentence 1 _  

Sentence 2 _  

Sentence 3   

Sentence 4    

Sentence 5   

Sentence 6  

   



Extension--Paragraph of Body 

  

S ntence 1 _  

Sentence 2   __  

Sentence 3   

Sentence 4   

Sentence 5   

Sentence 6  

Extension--Paragraph of Body 

 

Sentence 1  ___  

Sentence 2  ___  

Sentence 3    

Sentence 4   

Sentence 5   

Sentence 6  

Lesson B. Write On: 
<>B-1.

   



<> B-2. 

Note: Learning dialogue writing is hard work! This Write On! lesson will be laborious and long--but it will
help you understand dialogue writing. Do not skip the steps. Your teacher might want to do this lesson
with you.

Box for B-1

   



Paragraph Three
Paragraph Four
Paragraph Five
Paragraph Six
Paragraph Seven
Paragraph Eight
Paragraph Nine

Paragraph Ten
Paragraph Eleven
Paragraph Twelve
Paragraph Thirteen
Paragraph Fourteen
Paragraph Fifteen
Paragraph Sixteen
Paragraph Seventeen

the speech tag tells who is speaking?

Each time the speaker changes, a new paragraph is started.

All of one person’s words at that given moment go in one paragraph

When a speech tag comes at the beginning of the sentence,
Start the speech tag with a capital letter
Put a comma after it,

When a speech tag comes at the end of the sentence

If your quote is a statement, put a comma then quotation mark

   



If your quote is a question or exclamation sentence, put that end mark (? !) 

Start the speech tag with a lower case letter

You cannot have two periods in the same sentence.

you may not have a 
end your quote and a period to end your sentence

you must put a comma following your quote (inside
commas and periods always go inside quotation marks

Then your period at the end of your sentence ends the
entire sentence.

.

.

If your quote ends in an exclamation point or question mark, you may include that “end
mark” at the end of your quote—then end your entire sentence with a period.

this case, your sentence has two end marks

exclamation point question mark indicates the type of
quoted material—questioning or exclaiming

said, asked, exclaimed. 
said, said, said asked, asked, asked.

<> B-3. say said

<> B-4. say/said

   



<> B-5. ask asked

<> B-6. ask/asked

<> B-7. exclaim/exclaimed

<> B-8. exclaim/exclaimed

   



Lesson C. Sentence Structure/Advance Checklist Challenge:

The best way to show off what you know when using quotes is to use a colon following a speech tag.

d, “W

you can also set off a speech tag with a colon under certain circumstances. 

The first rule is that your speech tag must be a complete sentence that could stand on its own even
if there was no quote following it.

If you took out the quote, you would still have a complete sentence in the speech tag alone.

colon If you have already done this,
you should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the sentence with the colon in your paper as direct-
ed by your teacher.

flies:

A colon must have a complete sentence (CS) on the left of it in order to be used. Thus,  a colon cannot follow 
most verbs or a preposition since these words at the end of a sentence often make the sentence into a non-
sentence.

quotation or a partial quotation
If you have already done this, you should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the

quotation or partial quotation in your paper as directed by your teacher.

, “I .”
“T ,”

Remember, a comma or period at the end of the quotation or special quoted words always goes inside the closing 
quotation mark.

   



a colon cannot follow a verb.

Said, exclaimed, roared not 
Franklin D. Roosevelt said: We have a rendezvous with destiny. You would have to use a comma 

after this speech tag since it ends with a verb. 

speech tag cannot follow a preposition.

<> C. 

   



  



Lesson D. Composition/Creative Writing:

<> D-1. 

<> D-2.

Read the notes you made for the first paragraph
Number these notes in the order you think they would sound best.

Write the first paragraph
Repeat

every other line in your notebook

<> D-3. Read the body of your essay aloud. 

   



Speech Tag Words
Words That May Be Used in Place of Said

Box D-1

   



Lesson E. Study Skills/Prewriting/ Composition:

<> E-1. 

toys, , , 

Note: If you use a Definition Opening Paragraph or Quotation/Wise Words type of 
Opening Paragraph, be sure you include a strong LINK tying the Opening      
Paragraph to the dialogue.

Speech Tag Words
Words That May Be Used in Place of Asked

Box D-1

Speech Tag Words
Words That May Be Used in Place of Exclaimed

Box D-1

   




