
Projects 3 & 4: Original Persuasive Essay--Three REASONS
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: Original Essay--Three REASONS

Overview of Persuasive Essay Using 1-3-1 Approach

This is a beginning persuasive writing project. You have probably written expository essays (or informative es-
says)—exposing people to information. Persuasive essay writing is very similar…except instead of just inform-
ing your reader, you want to use words, phrases, proofs, and examples to make your reader agree with what you
are saying in your paper.

This is a “beginning” persuasive essay because it is sort of between informative and persuasive. You will want to
make your reasons and pieces of evidence interesting and compelling so that your reader will say, “Hmm…good
point. I agree, because of that.”

That is why this project is a bridge to persuasive writing. You will learn to write more persuasively over time as
you practice with easier persuasive assignments like this one—about a topic that a lot of people are familiar with.

TOPIC OF ESSAY
You will be writing a Persuasive Essay

NUMBER OF PARAGRAPHS IN THE
BODY OF YOUR ESSAY
All students will write 3 Paragraphs for the
Body (P’soB).

SENTENCES PER PARAGRAPH
Basic students will write sentences
per paragraph.
Extension students will write sen-
tences per paragraph.

Note: You may always choose to write fewer sentences
per paragraph but more total paragraphs in any CI
writing assignment, with your teacher’s permission.

OPENING PARAGRAPH
Students will write an Opening
Paragraph.

CLOSING PARAGRAPH
Students will write a Closing Paragraph.

Note: This Overview Box, which is provided at the beginning of each project, is here to give students (and teachers) an at-a-
glance look at the entire composition assignment. Each step of each lesson is assigned and detailed throughout the week(s).

VI. SOURCES
Students will not cite sources, but may use
sources to find information about their chosen
qualities if needed or desired.

VII. QUOTATIONS WITHIN YOUR ESSAY
Students are not assigned the addition of
quotes but should consider adding quotes if
they will help further develop your essay
topic. Any added quotes will not have to be
formally cited; you may just include the
author of the quote, if desired.

VIII. WRITE ON/ADDITIONAL SKILLS
Students will learn the following additional
skills.
A. Quotation Punctuation and Capitalization
B. Transitions
C. Thesis Statement
D. Thesis Statement “Reloaded”
E. Opening Paragraph Types
F. Closing Paragraph Types



Lesson A. Research and Study Skills: Research for Original In-
formative Essay/Design “Working” Thesis Statement

<> A-1. Read the sample essay provided at the end of this project (Sample Essay Box A).

A Thesis Statement is a statement declaring what your entire paper is going to be about. This is similar to when you
learned how to write the opening sentence of a paragraph—a sentence that tells what your entire paragraph is about.

However, in the case of a Thesis Statement, you will not just write what one paragraph is about—but you will write
what the entire essay is going to be about.

For instance, if you were writing an opening sentence about one of your paragraphs about Hook’s arm, you might say

.

However, you can not use that sentence for the Thesis Statement of your entire essay because it only tells what the one
paragraph is about—the paragraph about . The Thesis Statement must tell what
the entire essay is about.

For example,

<> A-2.

1. Write one sentence that tells the reader what your essay is about.
2. Be sure it includes all aspects of your essay.
3. Tell your reader what you plan to include in your essay (to a small extent, if desired).
4. Do not say, In this essay, you will learn about….or In this essay, I will tell you about…
5. Include your three reasons in your Thesis Statement in the same order that they will appear in

the body of your essay.
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Note: If you do not feel prepared to write your “Working” Thesis Statement at this time, you may skip this
assignment and come back to it after you complete A-3.

<> A-3. Research online about your three reasons, and fill in the Directed Brainstorming box provided
(Box A-3).

Sample “Working” Thesis Statement

       

My “Working” Thesis Statement for this essay: _______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________

Box A-2

Directed Brainstorming Box

___________________________  ___________________________  ___________________________
___________________________  ___________________________  ___________________________
___________________________  ___________________________  ___________________________
___________________________  ___________________________  ___________________________
___________________________  ___________________________  ___________________________
___________________________  ___________________________  ___________________________
___________________________  ___________________________  ___________________________
___________________________  ___________________________  ___________________________
___________________________  ___________________________  ___________________________

First REASON Second REASON Third REASON 

Box A-3
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___________________________  ___________________________  ___________________________



Lesson B. Study Skills and Prewriting: Outline Original 
Paragraphs

<> B. Outline each paragraph of your persuasive essay on the outlining lines provided, following 
these tips:

(1) Review the list of reasons that you put in your Brainstorming Box earlier that you might want
to include in your essay.

(2) Add to it as you think of more ideas--or do more research as needed.
(3) “Work” in your Brainstorming Box by doing the following:

a. Review it and add to it as you think of more ideas.
b. Mark through anything you do not want to include in your essay.
c. Number the ideas you have in the order that you think you would like to include them in your

paragraph.
(4) Outline your essay one paragraph at a time in a Sentence-by-Sentence (S-by-S) manner. You may

use complete sentences, statements, or key words for each sentence.
(5) You may or may not use all of the outlining lines provided.
(6) Somewhere in your first sentence or two of each paragraph, you need to transition into your paragraph--

a sentence or two that does all of the following:
a. Transitions from the previous paragraph into this one
b. Introduces the next reason
c. “LINKS” that reason with the thesis.

Note: This is why the first two outlining lines for each paragraph have the words
LINK/Transition provided--to remind you to include that LINK/Transition.

All--Paragraph A of Body
Topic of PoB-A--First REASON: __________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Support Sentence 1 (SS-1) __________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-5 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-6 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-7 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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SS-8 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-9 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-10 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All--Paragraph B of Body
Topic of PoB-B--Second REASON: ________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Support Sentence 1 (SS-1) __________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-5 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-6 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-7 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-8 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-9 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-10 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All--Paragraph C of Body
Topic of PoB-C--REASON: ______________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Support Sentence 1 (SS-1) __________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-5 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-6 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-7 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-8 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-9 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-10 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

+ Eighty percent of the time the paragraph’s topic sentence (or LINK) falls within the first two sentences of a paragraph.

Lesson C. Sentence Structure/Advanced Checklist Challenge:
Repeating Words and Phrases

One tip that any writing teacher will give you is not to be redundant. Don’t use the same word over and over again.
Use synonyms. Use a thesaurus. 

While this is true, the great irony is that many of the greatest writers and speakers broke this rule for some of their best
lines.  

Add one set of repeating words or phrases (or more than one, according to your level). If you have already 
done this, you should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the repeating words or phrases in your paper 
as directed by your teacher.

Example: 
• The spider sought its prey, captured its prey, and ate its prey.
• The sneaky spider sought its victim. The sneaky spider captured its prey. The sneaky spider ate its dinner.

All
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Look at the following list of great “series of three” sentences.

We pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor. 
The government of the people, by the people, and for the people shall not perish from the earth. 
Never before in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many, to so few.
Cancer can take away all of my physical abilities. It cannot touch my mind, it cannot touch my heart, 
and it cannot touch my soul.

All of those are powerful. Why is it alright to repeat a word in some cases and not in others? The answer lies in the
purpose behind using the word.

Every time you use a word repeatedly, the reader’s attention is drawn to that word. This can be a good thing or a
bad thing. 

If a word is used over and over again just because the writer can’t think of another word (or is too lazy to get out the the-
saurus), the reader will be distracted. Rather than focusing on the message, the reader keeps going back to that word re-
peated randomly for no apparent reason. 

However, if you repeat an important word on purpose, people will notice and realize that is an important word. This
is great because you want to call attention to the most important parts of what you write; this technique is a great way to
do it. 

When you use a repeating word or phrase in a list, it adds rhythm to your writing. Many times using repeating words
will highlight the words in the list that are different.

Use repeating words sparingly. There are many ways to highlight important information in your writing, and repeating
words are not subtle. They are the writing equivalent of standing on the table and shouting. Make sure your point
is important enough to really highlight. If you use repeating words during a contest essay, only use the technique
once.  

<> C. On the lines provided, write ten sentences using repeating words and/or phrases. 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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5. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

6. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

7. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

8. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

9. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

10. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson D. Composition: Writing Original Persuasive Essay
<> D. Follow these steps to write your essay.

(1) Read your original “Working” Thesis Statement to remind you of what your entire essay needs to be
about. (If, after researching and outlining, you do not feel that your Thesis Statement is representative of
your topic, feel free to tweak it.)

(2) Read the topic of your first Paragraph of the Body and the sentence notes beneath it.

(3) Add any notes to this paragraph that you desire—or mark through things that you do not want or
renumber the sentence lines if you want your information in a different order.

Note About Thesis Statement: You will be writing an Opening Paragraph later. You do not   
need to include the Thesis Statement in your essay yet. You will tweak the rough Thesis 
Statement you wrote earlier and include it in the Opening Paragraph of your essay (at the 
time of that writing). For now, you will just write the three paragraphs of the Body (P’soB) of 
your essay--as though the LINK (the reasons Hook is a good villain or Peter Pan is a good 
hero) has already been introduced in your Opening Paragraph.
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(4) Write the first paragraph of the body of your essay (PoB-A) in your notebook or key it on the computer.

(5) Be sure to double space (if keying) or write on every other line if writing by hand.

(6) Continue the steps above for the rest of the essay.

Note: Be sure you write in the third person for the body. This is not a narrative, re-telling,
story, or journal entry. Write it in the “formal” third person. Use the words people, others, 
individuals, etc., not I or you.

Lesson E. Study Skills/Prewriting/Composition: Take Notes and
Write an Original Opening Paragraph

There are many options when you are writing a persuassive essay about a famous person (such as this week’s). Like all
Opening Paragraphs, you want your opening to make the reader want to continue reading. Your Closing Paragraph
should be memorable and sum up your position.

Direct questions--One of the best ways to create interest is to ask questions. The simplest way to do this is to ask
the questions directly.

Story or anecdote--If you start with a clever story or anecdote, the reader will want to learn more about this
.

List of “ ”--If you start with a list of 
, the reader will wonder more about the .

Definition--Define  or .

Quote about the 

“Bookend” your paper with an Opening Paragraph and a Closing Paragraph that are linked to each other.
Here are some ideas you might want to use for “bookending” a paper about :
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<> E-1. Read the Sample Opening Paragraphs provided for  Sample Essay  
lesson (Sample Box for A). Notice how each type does a good job 

of introducing the essay while still staying true to its “type” and gives the Thesis Statement 
clearly in a position that is effective. 

Box E-1 

DEFINITION

Box E-1 Definition

 Box E-1 
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<> E-2. Now that you have written the body of your essay, you are ready to write notes for an original Opening
Paragraph.  Follow these steps:

Read the body of your essay aloud to yourself, and consider these options for opening your essay.
Characteristics
Definition and definition information
A song or a poem
A story
A dialogue
Quote
Biography
Other

In your notes, plan on what you will include in your Thesis Statement.* (You may tweak your orig-
inal Thesis Statement to fit in your Opening Paragraph however you see fit.)

Remember, a Thesis Statement is a statement that tells the “thesis” of your paper--what your
entire paper is about.
It should be a sentence or two in length and should introduce your reader to your topic.
It may be at the very beginning of your Opening Paragraph or at the end of your Opening Paragraph.
It should bridge the gap between your catchy Opening Paragraph and the body of your essay.

Write enough notes for 7-10 sentences on the lines provided, again not worrying about the order, having
too much information, etc.
You may just jot down some thoughts, references, etc., for your Opening Paragraph notes, or you
may create a  “Sentence-by-Sentence” Outline like you did for the body of your essay.

You may plan to write your Opening Paragraph in a different “person” (first person, second person,
etc.) if the content warrants it.

For example, if you are using an opening story, you may tell it in first person (if needed).
If you are using an opening challenge, you may tell it in second person, etc.
Note that Opening and Closing Paragraphs are times during informative writing when it is acceptable to
write less formally and to change persons and/or tenses as the type of Opening Paragraph you are
writing determines.

*Note: If you are used to writing Thesis Statements and Opening Paragraphs, you may experiment
with putting your Thesis Statement later in your Opening Paragraph--even at the very end of your
Opening Paragraph, if desired. Sometimes this helps the flow of your Opening Paragraph when you
are using a story or other information in your Opening Paragraph that you want to keep all
together--then follow all of this with the Thesis Statement.
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Notes for Opening Paragraph

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Opening Paragraph Type

At your level, you should be very deliberate in the types of Opening 
Paragraphs and Closing Paragraphs you write. In other words, you should 
plan each Opening Paragraph and Closing Paragraph specifically to your 
essay. You should not just ramble about your topic. Think critically about 
this essay and determine how you will open it. Write the type of Opening 
Paragraph (song, biography, definition, statistic, informative, etc.) you will 
use on the line provided.

Type of Opening Paragraph: __________________________________________
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<> E-3. Follow these steps for writing your Opening Paragraph:

(1) Write your Thesis Statement at the beginning of your paragraph that tells or introduces the topic of
your paragraph. (Or plan to put your Thesis Statement later, if desired.)

(2) Number your notes in the order you want them, and add any information you may have forgotten.

(3) Using each set of notes for one sentence in the following way:
a. Read a line of notes.
b. Consider what you want to say about those notes.
c. Say aloud a sentence that you want to use.
d. Write down that sentence.
e. Repeat these steps for all of your notes.
f. You may leave out some information that you do not want to include or add more information if you

remember something you forgot.
g. Write this paragraph in your notebook (on every other line) or key it on the computer (double spaced)

before the essay you just wrote.

Lesson F. Study Skills/Prewriting/Composition: Take Notes for 
an Original Closing Paragraph

<> F-1. Read the Sample Closing Paragraphs provided for Sample Essay        
 (Sample Box for A). Notice how each type does a good job of 

closing the essay while still staying true to its “type” and gives the Thesis Statement “Reloaded” 
clearly in a position that is effective. 
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CLOSING PARAGRAPH SAMPLES

Box F-1 
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Box F-1 

Box F-1 
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<> F-2. Now that you have written the body and Opening Paragraph of your paper, you are ready to write a 
Closing Paragraph.

(1) Your Closing Paragraph will include a Thesis Statement “Reloaded.”
a. Remember, a Thesis Statement “Reloaded” is a statement that “closes” your paper--sums up

what your entire paper is about.
b. It should be a sentence or two in length and should close your essay.
c. It may be at the very beginning of your Closing Paragraph or at the end of your Closing Paragraph.
d. It should bridge the gap between your catchy Closing Paragraph and the body of your essay.
e. It should leave your reader with a feeling of satisfaction after reading your paper.
f. It may repeat something catchy from your opening or may repeat the title of your essay, if desired.
g. Be sure your Thesis Statement “Reloaded” is not identical to your Thesis Statement---it should be

“reloaded” with the key words still in it.
(2) Write enough notes for 7-10 sentences on the lines provided, again not worrying about the order, having

too much information, etc.
(3) You may just jot down some thoughts, references, etc., for your Closing Paragraph notes, or you may

create “Sentence-by-Sentence” Outline like you did for the body of your essay.

 

Box F-1 
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