
: Essay

Overview of Original Comparative Descriptive Essay

You will be writing a comparative/
descriptive essay about Scrooge's 
interactions with another character (or 
two) from A Christmas Carol.  You  
place Scrooge with any character from 
A Christmas Carol such as:

 
 Scrooge's nephew Fredew 

 
The  

 

All 2

5-7
sentences per paragraph.

7-10
sentences per paragraph.

will not Opening Paragraph

Note: This Overview Box, which is provided at the beginning of each project, is here to give students (and 
teach-ers) an at-a-glance look at the entire composition assignment. Each step of each lesson is assigned 
and detailed••throughout the week(s).

claims by de

V.
will not Closing

Paragraph

paragraph.

You should add a closing sentence in which 
you either restate your Thesis  Statement or
your title (if it improves your essay, of
course).

VI.

add detail to
 

  

VII.

VIII.

additional skills:
 The Skill of "Show Don't Tell" your

actions and mannerisms rather than 
telling what your character is like

Comparative Words and Sentences
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Lesson A. Composition/ Study Skills: Character
Brainstorming

Student Sample Before and After--Scrooge and Another Character

Scowling at the figures on a bill, the corner of Scrooge’s eye caught two men approaching  

the door. He snapped at Bob, “Lock the door,” but it was too late. With fiery eyes, Scrooge  

glared at the bill as if he were trying to burn a hole through it. Meanwhile, the men entered,  

greeted Scrooge  warmly,  and asked, “Would  you  consider  a  Christmas  donation  to  the  

poor?” Scrooge harrumphed, picked up another bill, and fired over his shoulder, “Tell those  

vagabonds to get a job or else die quickly and save us resources.” “Sir, they suffer so much,”  

the man started before Scrooge slammed his hand on his desk and spun around. Red-faced,  

he shouted, “Get out of my sight!” 

Scrooge leapt up from his desk with a grin as soon as he glimpsed the two men coming  

down the street. He sang out, “Bob, I’ll get the door!” Still smiling, he flung open the door  

and  welcomed  the  men  inside  like  they  were  sons  returning  for  the  holidays.  The  men  

entered, greeted Scrooge warmly, and asked, “Would you consider a Christmas donation  

to the poor?” Laughing, Scrooge sat down, pulled out his checkbook, and inquired, turning  

around to face them, “Would one thousand pounds be enough?” “Sir, they suffer so much,”  

the man began before Scrooge held up his hand, beaming. He handed them a check for two 

thousand pounds, and insisted with a grin, “Give that to as many people as you can and 

don’t hesitate to ask for more. Merry Christmas!” 

Composition ClassZac Kieser

<> A-1. Another Character

             character with whom Scrooge will interact.  
You will want to choose the same character for both paragraphs.

with one character  with another character  
was having interact with the same character    

You want your paragraphs to show the old Scrooge and the new Scrooge. This will be better done with the same second 
character and the same setting in the second paragraph.

<<> A-2. List the character with whom Scrooge will interact on the line provided.
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Lesson B. Write On:

 
 

not telling your reader about 
your character, but letting that character's actions and mannerisms speak for themselves.       

 

<> B-1. In
caught 
glared 

The actions taking place in the paragraph tell you about Scrooge by showing, rather than telling. As opposed to the 
author saying that , he tells 
you what Scrooge did and said so you can feel what his character is like.

<> B-2. rr         
the character

The faceless, black-cloaked ghost of Christmas Yet to Come pointed toward a gravestone..

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

snapped 
 

7 shouted
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Lesson C. Write On:

 
Comparative words and sentences compare one thing to another.  

<> C-1. 

        the first paragraph begins with  
 while the second one begins with symbolizes Scrooge's 

transformation from miser to benefactor of the poor. One simple change in sentence structure makes a world of 
difference in description.

<> C-2.    

second talking about the same thing. the  
way he takes that action in each one is drastically different--in one he snapped   and in the other he 
sang out ( his  words.

By having the characters in the same setting, even talking  about  the  same  thing, the author is set up to have him or her 
say different things that compare the character's change in temperaments and character.

The above things show change/contrast in the character. In          
 

<> C-3.

                
 from the charity   

<> C-4.
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<> C-5.

<> C-6.

Lesson D. Study Skills/Prewriting: 

<> D.
 five
 Choose the same character and the same or a similar setting.
 actions and mannerisms to show the contrasting.
 
 Do not plan to put in a Thesis Statement or a Thesis Statement “Reloaded” this time. Instead
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--Paragraph of Body A

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

EExtension--   

Extension--   

Extension--

--Paragraph of Body B

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Extension--   

Extension--   

Extension--
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Lesson E. Composition:

<> E. 

1  Read the topic of your first paragraph and the sentence notes 

2  Add any notes to this paragraph that you desire, 

3  Write the first paragraph of the body 

4  Continue the steps above 

Lesson F. Composition:
<> F-1. Edit your essay 

<> F-2. Input your edits /changes 
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