
<> A. Read the sample "Three Favorite Holiday Traditions Essay" provided (Box A).

Student Sample " Essay"

Box A

Zac Kieser Class
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Lesson B. Research and Study Skills:  Research for Original 
Expository Essay/Design “Working” Thesis Statement  

<> B-1. Choose three of your favorite holiday traditions that you would like to write about 
and write their names on the lines provided.

1. _____________________________________

2. _____________________________________

3. _____________________________________

A Thesis Statement is a statement declaring what your entire paper is going to be about. This is similar to when 
you learned how to write the opening sentence of a paragraph—a sentence that tells what your entire paragraph 
is about.

However, in the case of a Thesis Statement, you will not just write what one paragraph is about—but you will
write what the entire essay is going to be about.

For instance, if you were writing an opening sentence about one of your paragraphs about Christmas trees, 
you might say The Christmas tree, with its green boughs and colorful ornaments, is the centerpiece of all my  
family's holiday decorations.

However, you can not use that sentence for the Thesis Statement of your entire essay because it only tells what  
the one paragraph is about—the paragraph about the  Christmas  tree. The Thesis Statement must tell 
what the entire essay is about.

For example, Three of my favorite holiday traditions are the Christmas tree, Christmas lights, and Christmas  
cookies.

<> B-2. Now that you have thought about your favorites and possibly researched them, you 
are probably ready to write a “Working” Thesis Statement about them. Consider these 
tips when you design your Thesis Statement:

1. Write one sentence that tells the reader what your essay is about.
2. Be sure it includes all aspects of your essay.
3. Tell your reader what you plan to include in your essay (to a small extent, if desired).
4. Do not say, In this essay, you will learn about….or In this essay, I will tell you about…
5. Include all three traditions in your Thesis Statement in the same order that they will appear

in the body of your essay.
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Note: If you do not feel prepared to write your “Working” Thesis Statement at this time, you may skip this 
assignment and come back to it after you complete B-3.

<> B-3. Research your traditions online and fill in the Directed Brainstorming box provided with
notes that you do not already know about each tradition.

Directed Brainstorming Box

___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________
___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________
___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________
___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________
___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________
___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________
___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________
___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________
___________________________     ___________________________     ___________________________

Tradition 1 _______________

Three Holiday Traditions

Tradition 2 _______________ Tradition 3 _______________

Sample “Working” Thesis Statement

My “Working” Thesis Statement for this essay: _______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________               

__________________________________________________________________________

Box for B-3
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Lesson C. Optional--Write On: Quotations

Including a quote in your essay for this project is optional. You will want to learn even more about quotations in 
order to do this well.

<> C. Optional: Study the quotation boxes provided below, following these steps:

(1) Read the quote at the top of each one, noticing the capitalization and punctuation of it.

(2) Read the tips, one at a time, and look back in the quote to see how those tips apply to that quote.

(3) Read the Details of the Quotation Rule, also one at a time, and follow the underlining, bold
fonting, and shading in the sample that explains the exact punctuation of that type of quote,
speech tag placement, capitalization needed, etc.

(4) Get help from your teacher to review these, if needed.

(5) Go S-L-O-W-L-Y through each box. Circle, underline, highlight—whatever is needed to help cement
the rules and examples given.

Rule # 1: Basic Quote With Speech Tag at the Beginning

A wise person once said, “If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.” 
Tips:

1. Write the speech tag (showing who said the words you are quoting), then a comma, then the quote.
2. An ending period always goes inside the closing quotation mark.
3. This type of quote inclusion is best if you are just assigned the addition of a quote (no book citation in

parentheses, etc).

Details of Quote Rule #1:

A wise person once said, "If at first you don't succeed, try, try

*said,--A comma should follow most speech tags. (Only use a colon if the speech tag is a complete sen-
tence.)
*"If—Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.
* —Be sure your ending period goes inside the closing quotation mark.again.”

again.”
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Rule # 2: Basic Quote With Speech Tag at the End

“If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again,” said a wise person.
Tips:

1. Write the quote first, beginning with a capital letter.
2. At the end of the quote, do not put a period, but rather put a comma. (You may only have one period per

sentence. If your quotation-with-ending-speech-tag-is a statement, you must put a comma at the end of the
quote rather than a period since your sentence will end with a period.)

3. The comma at the end of the quotation must be inside the closing quotation mark. (Ending periods
and commas always go inside the closing quotation mark.)

4.This type of quote inclusion is best if you are just assigned a quote (no parenthetical book citation in paren-
theses, etc.).

5. Put a period at the end of the entire sentence.

Details of Quote Rule # 2:

“If at first you don’t succeed, try, try said a wise person.

*"If—Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.
* —Be sure to end your quote with a comma when you have an ending speech tag (rather than a pe-

riod) since your complete sentence will end in a period. Also be sure that your comma is inside the closing 
quotation mark.

* said a wise person. –A speech tag found at the end of the quote begins with a lower case letter (unless the
first word of it is a proper noun). The entire sentence ends with a period since the sentence itself is a state-
ment.

again,”

again,”

Rule # 3: Question Quote With Speech Tag at the Beginning

Charlie Brown asked, “Where have I gone wrong?”
Tips:

1. Write your speech tag just like you do in any quote with a beginning speech tag.
2. Follow the speech tag with a comma, just like always.
3. Begin the quote with a capital letter, just like always.
4. Put the question mark inside the closing quotation mark since the question mark itself is part of the

quote. Question marks and exclamation points go inside the closing quotation mark when they are
part of the quoted material.

Details of Quote Rule # 3:

Charlie Brown asked, “Where have I gone

*, “Where —Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.
* —A question mark or exclamation point goes inside the closing quotation mark if it is part of the

quote itself, such as a question or exclamatory sentence that is a quote.
* asked, – A comma should follow most beginning speech tags. (Only use a colon if the speech tag is a com-

plete sentence.)

wrong?”

wrong?”
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Rule # 5: Exclamatory Quote With Speech Tag at the Beginning

He exclaimed, “Watch out!”
Tips:

1. Write your speech tag just like you do in any quote with a beginning speech tag.
2. Follow the speech tag with a comma, just like always.
3. Begin the quote with a capital letter, just like always.
4. Put the exclamation point inside the closing quotation mark since the exclamation point itself is

part of the quote. Question marks and exclamation points go inside the closing quotation mark when
they are part of the quoted material.

Details of Quote Rule # 5:

He exclaimed, “Watch

*, “Watch —Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.
* --A question mark or exclamation point goes inside the closing quotation mark if it is part of the quote

itself, such as a question or exclamatory sentence.
* exclaimed, – A comma should follow most beginning speech tags. (Only use a colon if the speech tag is a

complete sentence.)

out!”

out!”

Rule # 4: Question Quote With Speech Tag at the End

“Where have I gone wrong?” asked Charlie Brown.
Tips:

1. Start your quote with a capital letter (assuming it is a complete sentence).
2. Put your question mark inside your closing quotation mark if the question mark is part of the quote.

Question marks and exclamation points go inside the closing quotation mark when they are part of the
quoted material.

3. Begin the speech tag with a lower case letter (asked Charlie Brown ) unless your speech tag starts with
a proper noun (Charlie Brown): “Where have I gone wrong?” harlie Brown asked.

4. End the entire sentence (following the speech tag) with a period.

Details of Quote Rule # 4:

“Where have I gone asked Charlie Brown.

*“Where —Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.
* —A question mark or exclamation point goes inside the closing quotation mark if it is part of the

quote itself, such as a question or exclamatory sentence that is a quote.
* Charlie Brown.—Place a period at the end of the entire sentence. This is the punctuation for the whole sen-

tence.

Note: If speech tag at the end does not begin with a proper noun, do not capitalize the first word of it:

“Where have I gone wrong?” he asked. Or “Where have I gone wrong?” asked Charlie Brown. Or         
“Where have I gone wrong?” Charlie Brown asked.

C

wrong?”

wrong?”
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Rule # 6: Exclamatory Quote With Speech Tag at the End

“Watch out!” he exclaimed.
Tips:

1. Write your quote beginning with a capital letter just like always.
2. Put the exclamation point inside the closing quotation mark since the exclamation point itself is

part of the quote. Question marks and exclamation points go inside the quotation mark when they
are part of the quoted material.

3. Begin the speech tag with a lower case letter (unless its first word is a proper noun).
4. Follow the entire sentence (after the speech tag) with a period.

Details of Quote Rule # 6:

“Watch he exclaimed.

* “Watch —Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.
* --A question mark or exclamation point goes inside the closing quotation mark if it is part of the quote

itself, such as a question or exclamatory sentence.
* exclaimed. – A period should follow the entire sentence.

out!”

out!”
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Lesson D. Study Skills and Prewriting: Outline Original 
Paragraphs

<> D. Outline each paragraph of your three favorite holiday traditions essay on the outlining lines 
provided, following these tips:

(1) Review the list of the three traditions that you put in your Brainstorming Box earlier that you
might want to include in your essay.

(2) Add to it as you think of more ideas--or do more research as needed.
(3) “Work” in your Brainstorming Box by doing the following:

a. Review it and add to it as you think of more ideas.
b. Mark through anything you do not want to include in your essay.
c. Number the ideas you have in the order that you think you would like to include them in your

paragraph.
(4) Outline your essay one paragraph at a time in a Sentence-by-Sentence (S-by-S) manner.

You may use complete sentences, statements, or key words for each sentence.
(5) You may or may not use all of the outlining lines provided.
(6) Somewhere in your first sentence or two, you need to transition into your paragraph--a

sentence or two that does all of the following:
a. Transitions from the previous paragraph into this one
b. Introduces the next tradition

Note: This is why the first two outlining lines for each paragraph have the words
LINK/Transition provided--to remind you to include that LINK/Transition.

All--Paragraph A of Body

Topic of PoB-A--First TTradition:___________________________________________________________________________________  

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Support Sentence 1 (SS-1) __________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-2_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-5 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-6 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-7 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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SS-8 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-9 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-10 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All--Paragraph B of Body

Topic of PoB-B--Second TTrradition:________________________________________________________________________________   

LINK/Transition (+)__________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

LINK/Transition (+)__________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Support Sentence 1 (SS-1) __________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-5 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-6 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-7 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-8 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-9 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-10________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All--Paragraph C of Body

Topic of PoB-C--Third Tradition:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

LINK/Transition (+)__________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

LINK/Transition (+)__________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Support Sentence 1 (SS-1) __________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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SS-5 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-6 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-7 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-8 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-9 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-10 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

+ Eighty percent of the time the paragraph’s topic sentence (or LINK) falls within the first two sentences of a paragraph.

Lesson E. Sentence Structure/Advanced Checklist Challenge:
Series of Three or More

One tip that any writing teacher will give you is not to be redundant. Don’t use the same word over and over
again. Use synonyms. Use a thesaurus. 

While this is true, the great irony is that many of the greatest writers and speakers broke this rule for some of 
their best lines.  

Look at the following list of great “series of three” sentences.

We pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor. 
The government of the people, by the people, and for the people shall not perish from the earth. 
Never before in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many, to so few.
Cancer can take away all of my physical abilities. It cannot touch my mind, it cannot touch my heart, 
and it cannot touch my soul.

Add one set of repeating words or phrases (or more than one, according to your level). If you have already 
done this, you should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the rpeating words or phrases in your paper 
as directed by your teacher.

Example: 
• The spider sought its prey, captured its prey, and ate its prey.
• The sneaky spider sought its victim. The sneaky spider captured its prey. The sneaky spider ate its dinner.

All

48 Projects 3 & 4: Original Expository Essay--Three Holiday Traditions

SAMPLE



All of those are powerful. Why is it alright to repeat a word in some cases and not in others? The answer lies 
in the purpose behind using the word.

Every time you use a word repeatedly, the reader’s attention is drawn to that word. This can be a good thing 
or a bad thing. 

If a word is used over and over again just because the writer can’t think of another word (or is too lazy to get out 
the thesaurus), the reader will be distracted. Rather than focusing on the message, the reader keeps going back 
to that word repeated randomly for no apparent reason. 

However, if you repeat an important word on purpose, people will notice and realize that is an important
word. This is great because you want to call attention to the most important parts of what you write; this tech-
nique is a great way to do it. 

When you use a repeating word or phrase in a list, it adds rhythm to your writing. Many times using re-
peating words will highlight the words in the list that are different.

Use repeating words sparingly. There are many ways to highlight important information in your writing, and re-
peating words are not subtle. They are the writing equivalent of standing on the table and shouting. Make
sure your point is important enough to really highlight. If you use repeating words during a contest essay, 
only use the technique once.  

<> E. On the lines provided, write six sentences using repeating words and/or phrases.  

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

6. ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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