
Week : 

Week : 

Overview of 

I. TOPIC OF ASSIGNMENT

You may choose to have your main character be one of the
following or someone else entirely different

NUMBER OF PARAGRAPHS* IN
THE BODY OF YOUR STORY

Basic  paragraphs

Extension  paragraphs

SENTENCES PER PARAGRAPH
Basic 4-6 sentences* per
paragraph
Extension sentences
per paragraph

Note: You may always choose to write fewer sentences
per para-graph but more total paragraphs in any CI
writing assign-ment, with your teacher’s permission.

Note: This Overview Box, which is provided at the beginning of each project, is here to give students (and 
teachers) an at-a-glance look at the entire composition assignment. Each step of each lesson is assigned and 
detailed throughout the week(s).

OPENING PARAGRAPH
Students will not write a separate Opening
Paragraph for your story. You will set the
stage/scene right from the beginning, just like
the model does.

CLOSING PARAGRAPH
Students will not write a separate Closing
Paragraph for your story. You will close your
story as you write the entire piece, so it flows
better.

SOURCES

SAMPLE



Week : 

Character:
Lesson:
Supporting Character:
Other Characters:

Paragraph One’s Action: 

Paragraph Two’s Action:

Paragraph Three’s Action: 

Box A-1

Box A-1

SAMPLE



Lesson . Study Skills/Prewriting:
<> -1. Read his week’s passage aloud with your teacher.

<> -2. Read the Sample Outline and Sample Story provided on the previous page (Box -2).

Note: Your story may be one paragraph or more than one paragraph long. The sample is
three paragraphs long.

<> -3. Outline your story by following the steps below:

Choose a character (animal)

animal that learned a lesson,

Write your animal’s name

animal’s name

Choose a lesson that your character will learn

My character’s lesson

Week : 

SAMPLE



Choose a supporting character to

might be your character’s owner

might be your character’s parent 

might be another animal that helps your character,
Charlotte’s Web

Homeward Bound.

Write your supporting character(s) and his relationship to your main character

Supporting character(s) and relationship

Choose other characters, if you desire.

character who tries to distract your character 

more barnyard friends.

more animal friends in the wild.

Write your other characters’ names and roles

Other characters and roles

Week : 

SAMPLE



The owner yelled for Gus to stop-- The owner yelled, “Gus stop!”
Note: If you would like to create a two paragraph story, you may. Optional 

lines are provided.

Week : 

All--Paragraph of Body 

Sentence 

Sentence 

Sentence  

Sentence 

Sentence 

Sentence

Sentence

Sentence SAMPLE



Week : 

All--Paragraph of Body 

Sentence 

Sentence 

Sentence  

Sentence 

Sentence 

Sentence

Sentence

Sentence 

--Paragraph of Body 

Sentence 

Sentence 

Sentence  

Sentence 

Sentence 

Sentence

Sentence

Sentence SAMPLE



Lesson . Composition and Revising:

<> -1. Read this week’s passage with your teacher:

<> -2. Using your notes from earlier this week, write your story about your character learning 
a lesson.

Note: Be sure to indent the first sentence of your first paragraph.

Week : 

Lesson . Composition and Revising:

<> -1. Read this week’s passage with your teacher:
<> -2. Complete the following steps in last week’s rough draft of your story, using the 

Checklist Challenge provided at the end of this week’s lesson.

SAMPLE



Lesson . Composition and Revising:

<> -1. Read this week’s passage aloud with your teacher.

<> -2. You may write the final copy of your story

Week :

SAMPLE



Be sure to read aloud.
Place a check mark in each CC box with a pen or pencil when this step is completed.

Focus on content errors at this time.

verb
ly “Code” the CC box(es) in 

the same way that you coded your located verbs in your paper. 

Be sure you circle the verbs in your writings, as this step is crucial later in the Checklist
Challenge. However, do not get discouraged if you miss one. You do not need to labor over
each word, fearful of missing a verb. The more you look for the verbs, the better you will
get at finding them--and the better you will get at the verb-related CC items.

boring verbs strong verb
“Code” the CC boxes in the same way that 

you coded your added verbs in your paper.

Be sure you add or delete words in the sentence when inserting your new verb, as needed for clarity.

Complete the Checklist Challenge by using these guides:

Checklist Challenge for Week : 
C

Checklist Challenge for Week :

SAMPLE



adverb ly
“Code” the CC box(es) in the same way that you coded your added 

adverbs in your paper. 

An adverb is a describer that describes or modifies a verb, adjective, or other adverb. An adverb
tells where, when, how, or to what extent.

adjective
“Code” the CC boxes in the same way that you coded the added 

adjectives in your paper.
Examples

An adjective is a describer that describes a noun or a pronoun. It tells whose, which   
one, how many, or what kind. You should add descriptive adjectives--those that tell 
what kind--though often clarifying adjectives are needed to tell the reader which one. 
(These are normally inserted during writing.)

Banned Words List
If you do not have any 

Banned Words, just “code” the CC check box(es) as directed by your teacher (or place a 
check mark in each one that represents a paragraph with no Banned Words).   

Banned Word List

Like like

Checklist Challenge for Week :

SAMPLE



title If you have already done this, you should
still “code” the CC check box and the title in your paper as directed by your teacher. 

Tips:
Center your title at the top of the first page of your composition.
Capitalize the first letter of the first and last word.
Capitalize all the words within the title that are important--but not three-letter-
or-fewer articles, pronouns, or prepositions.
Do not italicize your title, though you may treat it like a minor work and sur-
round it with quotation marks (regular ones, not single ones), if desired.

redundant
If you do not have any redundancy, just “code” the CC check box(es) as directed by your 
teacher.

joyful elated
drove careened
answered retorted

Note: Advanced level students should omit as much redundancy as possible throughout all 
paragraphs.

Do not change insignificant words such as was, it, and, etc.

interjection
If you have already done this, you 

should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the interjection in your paper as directed by 
your teacher. 

Punctuate appropriately
Yes,

Yes!

Interjections include words from the following rhyme:
My, well, oh!
Wow, yes, no!

Checklist Challenge for Week :

SAMPLE



prepositional phrase opener
If you have already done 

this, you should still “code” the CC check box and the prepositional phrase opener in 
your paper as directed by your teacher.

Within its abdomen (Optional comma)
From the center of the web (Double
prepositional phrase opener)
Onto the surrounding frame (Optional comma)
In the center of a web (Double prepositional
phrase opener)
With even more silk
With leaves tipped with spines that act like prison bars
(Prepositional phrase opener & subordinate clause opener)
After digestion

Follow the PP opener with a comma if it is five words or longer or two prepositional 
phrases in a row, or when a pause is heard when it is read aloud.

Edit your sentences with your teacher.

Checklist Challenge for Week :

SAMPLE



Week 1 : Peter Pan

Week 1 : 
Riddle Paragraphs--Peter Pan Characters

Overview of Creative Essay 

I. TOPIC OF ESSAY

Peter Pan

II. NUMBER OF PARAGRAPHS IN
THE BODY OF YOUR ESSAY

Basic 1 para-
graph 
Extension 2 para-
graphs 

Note: This Overview Box, which is provided at the beginning of each assignment, is here to give stu-
dents (and teachers) an at-a-glance look at the entire composition project. Each step of each lesson
is assigned and detailed throughout the week(s).

SENTENCES PER PARAGRAPH
Basic 4-6 sen-
tences per paragraph
Extension 5-7
sentences per paragraph

OPENING PARAGRAPH
not Opening 

Paragraph

CLOSING PARAGRAPH
not Closing

Paragraph

ADDITIONAL SKILLSSAMPLE



Lesson A. Choose Your Character and Brainstorm

<> A-1. Choose a character (or two for Extension) from the story of Peter Pan from the 
Overview Box provided for this lesson. Choose someone whom you enjoy learning 
about and that you think you can stump somebody with guessing game clue sen-
tences! Write your person’s name on the line.

<> A-2. Take a look at the Sample Brainstorming Box (Sample Box A-2) provided.

<> A-3. Brainstorm and write characteristics, attributes, funny things, etc., about the character 
you chose (in A-1) in the Brainstorming Boxes provided (Box for A-3).

anything you can think of.
whether you will use it or not.

Jot down things even if you don’t know that much about that tidbit

Week 1 : Peter Pan

Sample Brainstorming Box

(1)

(5)

(2)

(3)Lots friends

Fought Captain Hook

Wear green leggin s (6)

Took Darlings Neverland (4)

Wear hat

Male

Sample Box A-2SAMPLE



Week 1 : Peter Pan

All--Brainstorming Box--Character #1 

Box A-3

Extension--Brainstorming Box--Character #2 

Box A-3

SAMPLE



Lesson B. Research Your Character(s)

<> B-1. Highlight or underline things that you wrote in your Brainstorming Box (A-3) that you 
are unsure of or that you need more information about in order to write a sentence 
about it.

<> B-2. With your teacher’s help or permission, look up your character in an online source or 
find information in order to write a sentence about him or her.

Look for more information about the tidbits you already have,
Look up new information

Brainstorming Boxes
six to ten pieces of information for each character/each box,

Lesson C. Compositon: 

<> C-1. Look at the Sample Sentences provided (Student Sample Box C-1).

Week 1 : Peter Pan

Student Sample Box C-1

SAMPLE



<> C-2. Work in your Brainstorming Box to get ready to write your six to eight guessing sen-
tences by doing the following (Box A-3).

Highlight all of the information that you think you will want
Put a number beside each piece

#1 beside the information that is the least obvious

#2 beside the next least obvious

Extension:

Note: Be sure you save your obvious clues for the end of your paragraph.

<> C-3. Write your sentence on the lines provided following these instructions:
Using your hardest clue write a complete sentence on Line
One.
Write as though you are that person I, me, we, etc. 

He is male.
I am a male

Using your next hardest clue write a complete sentence on Line
Two.
Continue

Extension:

Week 1 : Peter Pan

First Person Writing

Box C-3

SAMPLE



All--Your Riddle Sentences for Character 1

Note: You may not use all of these lines.

Week 1 : Peter Pan

SAMPLE



Extension--Your Riddle Sentences for Character 2

Note: You may not use all of these lines.

Week 1 : Peter Pan

SAMPLE



Lesson D. Composition: 

<> D-1. Read the two sample paragraphs provided (Sample Box for D-1).

<> D-2. On the lines provided, write your sentences in paragraph form.

Write your first sentence first

Right where your first sentence ends, after your period, leave a tiny space and write your
next sentence.
Keep doing this

By now, you probably
guessed that I am Peter Pan!
Extension:

Week 1 : Peter Pan

Sample Riddle

Sample Riddle

Sample Box for D-1

Sample Box for D-1

SAMPLE



All--Your Riddle Paragraph 1

Week 1 : Peter Pan

SAMPLE



Extension--Your Riddle Paragraph 2

Week 1 : Peter Pan

SAMPLE
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