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Learn-for-a-Month 
What Are Learn-for-a-Month (LFAM) Writing Books? 

The Write-for-a-Month (WFAM) and Write On! (WO) series of books is from Learn-for-a- Month’s (LFAM) 
line of digital publications. LFAM is a new primarily-digital arm of the small- press homeschool publisher, 
Character Ink Press, and houses a variety of month-long writing books, grammar downloads, readers, 
and more for teachers, parents, tutors, co-op leaders, and homeschoolers.  

The WFAM and WO books are writing/composition books of two to four lengthy lessons each, between 
50 and 120 pages per book (depending on the level). These books contain writing projects based on old 
books/current movies/characters that children and adults love or historical characters/animals/nature 
topics (indicated by titles/covers). The programs contain all types of writing, especially focusing on 
research reports, essays, and stories. 

The projects in both of the series all use the author’s signature “Directed Writing Approach,” which takes 
students by the hand every step of the way from prewriting (brainstorming, character and plot 
development, research, etc.) to skill building (for projects requiring certain skills, such as quotes or 
imagery or persuasion, etc.) to outlining (based on the type of writing) to writing rough drafts to editing 
(via the Checklist Challenge) to final copy. Each project has detailed samples for students to see how the 
project was written by another student (a rarity in writing programs) and in-depth lessons of all of the skills 
needed in order to complete that project.  

Each series contains five books* 

Level I: Early Elementary 

Level II: Upper Elementary 

Level III: Junior High 

Level IV: High School 

Level V: Advanced High School 

 

*See back matter for a listing of all fifteen series that are at the store or are coming soon!! (They are listed 
on the Write-for-a-Month and Write On! pages of the back matter.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This book, Write On Mowgli, Level I, is designed for elementary students and contains the following projects 
(from pre-writing through final product with all the instruction and skills needed for each assignment): 

• Beginning Writing Boxes—The Jungle Book Story 
• Paragraph House Outlining and Descriptive Writing—Animals of the Jungle 
• Sentence-by-Sentence Outline Over Given Material: Meet the Characters From The Jungle Book 

Each project has detailed samples for students to see how the project was written by another student and in 
depth lessons of all of the skills needed in order to complete that project—Extensive Examples/Answer Keys for 
all sentences and paragraphs of the Writing Boxes; Verbs, Adverbs, and Adjectives; House Pictures for 
Outlining About Various Animals; Descriptive Writing Exercises to Learn How to Describe Animals; Passages 
About the Jungle Book Characters for Students to Outline and Write From; Paragraph Formation Instruction; 
and Much More! 
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Lesson 1: How to Create and Write Using Writing Boxes
Report Over Given Material Using Writing Boxes

Overview of Writing Boxes Lesson

This week will you will be writing a report over given material. That is, you will not find your own
material to write from, but you will use material provided for you in this weekly lesson and take
an S-by-S (Sentence-by-Sentence) Outline over this passage.

Don’t worry! We will use Character Ink’s new Writing Boxes to learn how to write from a source.
It will be fun—and you will be surprised how quickly you learn how to take notes and write.

I. TOPIC OF ESSAY
Sentence-by-Sentence Outline over
given material about The Jungle
Book via Beginning Writing Boxes.

II. NUMBER OF PARAGRAPHS IN
THE BODY OF YOUR ESSAY
All students will write 2 paragraphs for
the body (P’soB*).

*Note: PoB stands for Paragraph of the
Body (referring to a non-opening or
non-closing paragraph) P’soB stands
for Paragraphs of Body (more than
one PoB).

Note: This Overview Box, which is provided at the beginning of each project, is here to give students
(and teachers) an at-a-glance look at the entire composition assignment. Each step of each lesson
is assigned and detailed throughout the week(s).

III. SENTENCES PER PARAGRAPH
All students will write the number of
sentences that each paragraph con-
tains in the given passage.

IV. WRITE ON/ADDITIONAL SKILLS
You will learn/further develop the follow-
ing additional skills:
A. Introduction to the Sentence-by-
Sentence (S-by-S) Outline

B. Creating an S-by-S Outline
C. Writing From a Sentence-by-
Sentence Outline
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Given Passage to Learn to Write From

Days later Mowgli went to the village and got some fire from ouside a hut. When he
got back to the jungle, the wolves and Shere Khan were there meeting. As the wolves
started to attack Mother Wolf, the man-cub stepped up with his fire. All at once, the tiger
jumped out of the trees right at Mowgli. The boy held the torch in Shere Khan’s face, and
the tiger ran away.

But not everyone liked Mowgli. Some of the wolves did not like it that a human lived
in their pack. These mean wolves wanted to kill Mother Wolf and get rid of Mowgli. The
wolves needed help to carry out their plan. A tiger name Shere Khan was happy to help
them. He wanted to kill the man cub himself. Mowgli and Bagheera found out about the
plan. Bagheera, the panther, was not worried. He told Mowgli that the animals in the jun-
gle were afraid of the humans’ fire. If Mowgli went and got fire and brought it back, he could
fight the tiger!
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Lesson A. Study Skills: Outline First Paragraph With Writing
Boxes

When you write from a given source (either one that you find or one that your Character Ink book provides for
you), you want to write the material in your own words.

You do not want to use the words that the original author wrote because that is stealing someone else’s words
and calling them your words.

So anytime you get information from a source, whether it is a book, online source, magazine, or other, it is
important to use the information in such a way that you write in your own words—not in the author’s words.

How can you write from a source but still make it your own?

There are two important tips to remember in using sources in writing:

(1) Always outline before you write!
a. The outline will take you one step away from the source when you write your own report or essay.
b. Each step that you take away from the source when you write helps you write more originally.

(2) Choose synonyms (words that mean the same) for the words in the original source—rather than
using the author’s exact words.

We will work on those two steps extensively in this lesson. We will use a simple, short passage of material about
The Jungle Book in which to practice these skills.

And you will be creating outlines and writing like a pro by the end of the first week!

Read the entire The Jungle Book passage aloud with your teacher or to yourself to get an idea of what you will
be writing about this week.
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But not everyone liked Mowgli. Some of the wolves did not like it that a
human lived in their pack. These mean wolves wanted to kill Mother Wolf and
get rid of Mowgli. The wolves needed help to carry out their plan. A tiger name
Shere Khan was happy to help them. He wanted to kill the man cub himself.
Mowgli and Bagheera found out about the plan. Bagheera, the panther, was
not worried. He told Mowgli that the animals in the jungle were afraid of the hu-
mans’ fire. If Mowgli went and got fire and brought it back, he could fight the
tiger!
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<> A-1a. In the first sentence of the first
paragraph that is provided by
itself below, highlight the following
words:

1. But 2. everyone
3. liked 4. Mowgli

But not everyone liked Mowgli.

These four words are the most important words in
the sentence.

They are also words you will want to change when
you write the sentence in your own words. This is
because they are so important to the sentence, and
the author chose those himself.

<> A-1b. Choose at least three synonyms or substitute words for
the words you just highlighted in thesentence. Write
the synonyms on the lines below in the columns.

but everyone liked Mowgli

____________ ____________ ____________ ____________
____________ ____________ ____________ ____________
____________ ____________ ____________ ____________

<> A-1c. Once you have at least three synonyms, choose the one
you think sounds like the best substitute for each of the
original words and highlight each one you choose.

<> A-1d. Write a new sentence from the given one with your new words (highlighted above).
Paragraph 1: Sentence One

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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<> A-2a. Now repeat that process by high-
lighting the four most important
words in the second sentence of
the first paragraph from the
passage (provided below).

Some of the wolves did not
like it that a human lived in
their pack.

<> A-2b. Write those words on the top line in the following
columns.

<> A-2c. Choose at least three synonyms or substitute words for
the words you’ve listed and underlined. Write the syn-
onyms on the lines below in the columns.

____________ ____________ ____________ ____________
____________ ____________ ____________ ____________
____________ ____________ ____________ ____________

<> A-2d. Once you have at least three synonyms, choose the one
you think sounds like the best substitute for each of
your highlighted words.

<> A-2e. Write a new sentence from the given one with your new words (highlighted above).
Paragraph 1: Sentence Two

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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<> A-3a. Now repeat that process by high-
lighting the four most important
words in the third sentence of the
first paragraph from the pas-
sage (provided below).

These mean wolves wanted
to kill Mother Wolf and get
rid of Mowgli.

<> A-3b. Write those words on the top line in the following
columns.

<> A-3c. Choose at least three synonyms or substitute words for
the words you’ve listed and underlined. Write the syn-
onyms on the lines below in the columns.

____________ ____________ ____________ ____________
____________ ____________ ____________ ____________
____________ ____________ ____________ ____________

<> A-3d. Once you have at least three synonyms, choose the one
you think sounds like the best substitute for each of
your highlighted words.

<> A-3e. Write a new sentence from the given one with your new words (highlighted above).
Paragraph 1: Sentence Three

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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Writing Boxes Sample First Paragraph--Extra Word Examples Given

<> A-1a. Highlight words
nnoott  

..MMoowwggllii
lliikkeeddeevveerryyoonneeBBuutt

<> A-1b. & 1c. Five synonyms or substitute words for the words in the sentence 
but everyone liked Mowgli

                yyeett                  
                ssttiillll                  

          tthhoouugghh            
  nneevveerrtthheelleessss      
oonn  tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaanndd

        hhoowweevveerr              

                aallll                  
      eevveerryybbooddyy              
          tthhee  wwhhoollee              
  eeaacchh  aanniimmaall              
eevveerryy  ccrreeaattuurree    

        aapppprreecciiaatteedd                      
              aaddoorreedd              
            aaddmmiirreedd            
          cchheerriisshheedd          
              ssaavvoorreedd            

                    lloovveedd                          tthhee  bbooyy              
        tthhee  cchhiilldd              
        tthhee  yyoouutthh              
tthhee  yyoouunnggsstteerr
          tthhee  kkiidd            
tthhee  yyoouunngg  mmaann

<> A-1e. New sentence

HHoowweevveerr,,  nnoott  eevveerryy  ccrreeaattuurree        
lloovveedd  tthhee  yyoouunngg  mmaann..                          

<> A-2a. Highlight words
SSoommee ooff tthhee ddiidd nnoott
tthhaatt  aa  lliivveedd  iinn  tthheeiirr  ..

lliikkeewwoollvveess
ppaacckkhhuummaann

<> A-2b. & 2c. Five synonyms or substitute words for the words in the sentence 
wolves like human pack

<> A-2e. New sentence
IInn  tthhrreeee  yyeeaarrss  ttiimmee,,  tthhee  cchhiilldd  mmaass--  
tteerreedd  aallll  tthhaatt  aa  yyoouunngg  wwhheellpp  wwoouulldd    
lleeaarrnn..                                                                                                  

      wwiilldd  ddooggss                  
          ccooyyootteess                  

            ccuurrss                      
            aanniimmaallss        
            bbeeaassttss                

        ccaanniinneess                

                      lloovvee                    
                aaddoorree                    

        ddeelliigghhtt  iinn                
            aaddmmiirree              
                rreelliisshh                  

        aapppprreecciiaattee                    
            cchhiilldd                
                tteeeenn              
        mmaann--ccuubb        
                kkiidd                
          yyoouutthh                

                bbooyy                                  bbaanndd                

            ppaarrttyy              
            ttrroooopp                
              hheerrdd                
        ccoommppaannyy        

          wwhheellpp                

<> A-3a. Highlight words
TThheessee mmeeaann ttoo kkiillll
MMootthheerr WWoollff aanndd ..

wwaanntteeddwwoollvveess
MMoowwgglliiggeett  rriidd  ooff

<> A-3b. & 3c. Five synonyms or substitute words for the words in the sentence 
wolves wanted get rid of Mowgli

<> A-3e. New sentence
TThheessee  mmeeaann  wwiilldd  ddooggss  lloonnggeedd  ttoo      
kkiillll  MMootthheerr  WWoollff  aanndd  eexxppeell  tthhee            
hhuummaann..                                                                                      

        ccaanniinneess                
        ccooyyootteess                  

        aanniimmaallss                      
              bbeeaassttss              
        ccrreeaattuurreess          

      wwiilldd  ddooggss                

                ddeessiirreedd                  

              wwiisshheedd                    
            aassppiirreedd                  
          yyeeaarrnneedd                
        hhuunnggeerreedd                  

            lloonnggeedd                      
          ddeessttrrooyy            
        tthhrrooww  oouutt        

          mmuurrddeerr            
            eexxppeell                
            bbaanniisshh              

                kkiillll                    

          tthhee  bbooyy                  
        tthhee  cchhiilldd          
      tthhee  yyoouutthh        
tthhee  yyoouunnggsstteerr
          tthhee  kkiidd            
  tthhee  hhuummaann                

<> A-4a. Highlight words
TThhee  ttoo

ccaarrrryy  oouutt  tthheeiirr  ..ppllaann
hheellppnneeeeddeeddwwoollvveess

<> A-4b. & 4c. Five synonyms or substitute words for the words in the sentence 
wolves needed help plan

            vviillllaaiinnss              

    ssccoouunnddrreellss              
            bbrruutteess            
            bbeeaassttss              
            rraassccaallss            

        ppllootttteerrss                        wwaanntteedd              
            ddeessiirreedd              
          ccoovveetteedd              
      wwiisshheedd  ffoorr        
      lloonnggeedd  ffoorr        

      rreeqquuiirreedd              
                aaiidd                      
            ssuuppppoorrtt              
        gguuiiddaannccee            
            ssuuccccoorr                    
            aaddvviiccee                  

        aassssiissttaannccee            
              iiddeeaa                  
            pplloott                  
            pprroojjeecctt              
        ssttrraatteeggyy            
        iinntteennttiioonn        

        sscchheemmee              

<> A-4e. New sentence
TThhee  ppllootttteerrss  rreeqquuiirreedd  aassssiissttaannccee  
ttoo  ccaarrrryy  oouutt  tthheeiirr  sscchheemmee..                      
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Opening Sentence (later): WWhhaatt  llaarrggeesstt  mmeemmbbeerr  ccaatt  ffaammiillyy??                                            

________________________________________________________________

Feel

                                            SSoofftt  ffuurr  ssiiddeess                                                
                              WWaarrmm  wwhheenn  bbrreeaatthhiinngg                                    
                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                  

Hear or Smell

                                                        SSiilleenntt                                                            
                                RRuussttlliinngg  iinn  tthhee  wweeeeddss                                              
                            DDooeessnn’’tt  wwaanntt  ttoo  bbee  hheeaarrdd                                                    
                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                  

See

            SSttrriippeess,,  bblleennddss  iinnttoo  tthhee  llaannddssccaappee            
                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                  

See

                                          MMuusscclleedd  bbooddyy;;                                              
                                      MMoovveess  ggrraacceeffuullllyy                                                
                                    WWeeiigghhss  >>  660000  llbbss..                                                                      
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Closing Sentence (later):
      MMuussccuullaarr,,  ggrraacceeffuull,,  ffuurrrryy,,  aanndd  ssiilleenntt    

__________________________________________

Sample Descriptive Paragraph House Outline

Sample Box A-2
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