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Learn-for-a-Month
What Are Learn-for-a-Month (LFAM) Writing Books?
The Write-for-a-Month (WFAM) and Write On! (WO) series of books is from Learn-for-a- Month’s (LFAM)
line of digital publications. LFAM is a new primarily-digital arm of the small- press homeschool publisher,
Character Ink Press, and houses a variety of month-long writing books, grammar downloads, readers,
and more for teachers, parents, tutors, co-op leaders, and homeschoolers.
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The WFAM and WO books are writing/composition books of two to four lengthy lessons each, between
50 and 120 pages per book (depending on the level). These books contain writing projects based on old
books/current movies/characters that children and adults love or historical characters/animals/nature
topics (indicated by titles/covers). The programs contain all types of writing, especially focusing on
research reports, essays, and stories.

Each series contains five books*
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The projects in both of the series all use the author’s signature “Directed Writing Approach,” which takes
students by the hand every step of the way from prewriting (brainstorming, character and plot
development, research, etc.) to skill building (for projects requiring certain skills, such as quotes or
imagery or persuasion, etc.) to outlining (based on the type of writing) to writing rough drafts to editing
(via the Checklist Challenge) to final copy. Each project has detailed samples for students to see how the
project was written by another student (a rarity in writing programs) and in-depth lessons of all of the skills
needed in order to complete that project.

Level I: Early Elementary

Level II: Upper Elementary
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Level III: Junior High

Level IV: High School
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Level V: Advanced High School

*See back matter for a listing of all fifteen series that are at the store or are coming soon!! (They are listed
on the Write-for-a-Month and Write On! pages of the back matter.)

This book, Write On, Beauty and Beast Level III, is designed for junior high students and contains the following
projects (from pre-writing through final product with all the instruction and skills needed for each assignment):
•
•

Expanded Writing Boxes With Beauty and Beast Story
Original Essay of Three Castle Objects You Would Choose as Friends

Each project has detailed samples for students to see how the project was written by another student and in
depth lessons of all of the skills needed in order to complete that project—Sentence by Sentence Writing Boxes
for Beauty and Beast, including adding describers to each sentence and ending with multiple paragraph writing
(and extensive Answer Keys); Brainstorming Boxes and organizing material for castle friends; Research objects
in a castle; quotation inclusion; notetaking from source; transition lessons, Paragraph Writing From Notes;
Thesis Statement; Thesis Statement Reloaded; and more!
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Write On, Beauty and Beast!--Level III (Junior High)
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Projects 3 & 4: Original Expository Essay--Three Castle Objects You Would Like As Friends
3 P’soB Plus Opening Paragraph and Closing Paragraph

Overview of Original Expository Essay Using 1-3-1 Approach

This week we will learn about non-persuasive essay writing (using the Sentence-by-Sentence Outlining
method) with the 1-3-1 Paragraph Essay Approach. Expository essay writing explains to the reader (or
“exposes” him to information)—but without all of the statistics and data that more research-based informative writing contains.
I. TOPIC OF ESSAY

All Students will write an Opening Paragraph.
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V. CLOSING PARAGRAPH

All Students will write a Closing Paragraph.

VI. SOURCES

Students will not cite sources, but may use
sources to find information about their chosen
actions/person if needed or desired.
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You will be writing an Expository Essay
about three castle objects you would like as
friends. You may choose one given below or
others.
B. Torch
A. Suit of Armor
D. Gate
C. Chair
F. Cloak
E. Bed
H. Rug
G. Shoes
I. Bear Skin Rug
J. Saddle
K. Coat of Arms
L. Crossbow
M. Shield
N. Pike
O. Sword
P. Mace
Q. Animal Head on Wall
R. Big Black Cast Iron Pot
S. Other

IV. OPENING PARAGRAPH

II. NUMBER OF PARAGRAPHS IN
THE BODY OF YOUR ESSAY
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All students will write 3 Paragraphs for the
Body (P’soB).

III. SENTENCES PER PARAGRAPH

A. Basic students will write 6-8 sentences
per paragraph.
B. Extension students will write 7-10 sentences per paragraph.

*Note: You may always choose to write fewer sentences
per paragraph but more total paragraphs in any CI writing
assignment, with your teacher’s permission.

VII. QUOTATIONS WITHIN YOUR ESSAY

Students are assigned the addition of at least one
quote. Any added quotes will not have to be formally cited; you may just include the author of
the quote, if desired.

VIII. WRITE ON/ADDITIONAL SKILLS

Students will learn various ways to open and
close an essay.
A. 1-3-1 Essay Approach (“Five Paragraph”
Approach)
B. Quotation Punctuation and Capitalization
C. Transitions
D. Thesis Statement (Without Opening
Paragraph)
E. Thesis Statement “Reloaded” (Without
Closing Paragraph)

Note: This Overview Box, which is provided at the beginning of each project, is here to give students (and teachers) an at-a-glance look at the entire composition assignment. Each step of each lesson is assigned and detailed
throughout the week(s).
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Lesson A. Study Skills/Prewriting: The 1-3-1 Paragraph
Approach
There are many ways to write Expository Essays. We will learn the 1-3-1 Essay Approach this week—while writing original paragraphs for a “three ways” Essay.
Three Topics—One-Topic-Per-Paragraph
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1. In this type, an Opening Paragraph (or opening sentence) introduces a major topic of which you will be writing about
three “sub-parts” in the body of your paper. In this case, your topic will be three ways to survive in a jungle—and each
paragraph will be about a different action.
2. This is the most simplified method because it is truly like writing three one-paragraph essays and then putting
those three together into one.
3. In this method, you do not need as much information in your head about one topic—but rather smaller amounts of information about three topics.
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<> A. Read the sample essay provided (Box A).
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Zachary Kieser

Composition Class

Student Sample - Three Castle Objects You Would Like as Friends

Castles have existed in one form or another for thousands of years. The European castle building
age began in the ninth century and lasted until the fifteenth century. People began constructing
these fortresses after Europe was divided into thousands of tiny kingdoms. Constant raids and counterattacks between these states forced people to create bastions for protection. Castles were fantastic
friends in case of enemy attack, and over 75,000 were built in Western Europe. What if more than
the stone walls were your partners, though? What if the objects inside a castle could come alive? Three
castle objects I would like as friends are a suit of armor, a torch, and a rug.
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A suit of armor would be amazing to have as a friend for three reasons. First, it would be incredibly easy to put on. Each armor piece could jump onto my body and tighten perfectly. Secondly, it
would give me a huge advantage in a battle. While I attacked with my sword, my suit could use my
shield to defend me. When I began to tire, it could move both hands for me. Finally, it would provide
me with increased mobility as the heavy armor could march with me under its own power.

M

Another useful object to have as a friend would be a torch. A torch as a light for me to see by would
be great, but what if it could relay to me what it observed? This would allow me to toss my flaming
stick around a corner and hear a report about the room. Any arrows or spears would not hurt the torch
even though they could harm me. Of course, my fiery friend would also be a distraction to the enemy
in a battle. It could hop between my enemies’ legs and force them to watch their feet. This would render them much less effective in fighting me.
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A suit of armor and a torch would be fantastic friends, but what about a rug? The first advantage
of a living rug is that it could clean itself. It would also be incredibly easy to transport since it could
roll under its own power. However, there are far more fabulous uses for a rug. A crowd of enemies could
step on it without realizing it was alive. Then, before they could attack me, it could knock them off
their feet. It could then roll among my enemies, constantly tripping them.
Thomas Aquinas once stated, “There is nothing on this earth more to be prized than true friendship.” A suit of armor, a torch, and a rug would all be three fabulous friends. They would protect me
well from enemies in a battle. The suit of armor would increase my strength. The torch would give me
better reconnaissance. The rug would provide me with a secret weapon. I believe there are no better
friends than the ones—such as these--who help you survive when adversity attacks.
Box A
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Lesson B. Research and Study Skills: Research for Original
Expository Essay/Design “Working” Thesis Statement
A Thesis Statement is a statement declaring what your entire paper is going to be about. This is similar to when you
learned how to write the opening sentence of a paragraph—a sentence that tells what your entire paragraph is about.

However, in the case of a Thesis Statement, you will not just write what one paragraph is about—but you will write
what the entire essay is going to be about.
For instance, if you were writing an opening sentence about one of your paragraphs about the torch as one of your castle
friends, you might say Another useful object to have as a friend would be a torch.
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However, you can not use that sentence for the Thesis Statement of your entire essay because it only tells what the one
paragraph is about—the paragraph about salt. The Thesis Statement must tell what the entire essay is about.
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For example, Three castle objects I would like as friends are a suit of armor, a torch, and a rug.

<> B-1. Now that you have thought about your objects and possibly researched them, you are probably
ready to write a “Working” Thesis Statement about them. Consider these tips when you design your
Thesis Statement:
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1. Write one sentence that tells the reader what your essay is about.
2. Be sure it includes all aspects of your essay.
3. Tell your reader what you plan to include in your essay (to a small extent, if desired).
4. Do not say, In this essay, you will learn about….or In this essay, I will tell you about…
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Sample “Working” Thesis Statement

Three castle objects I would like as friends are a suit of armor, a torch, and a rug.

My “Working” Thesis Statement for this essay: _______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

E

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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Note: If you do not feel prepared to write your “Working” Thesis Statement at this time, you may skip this
assignment and come back to it after you complete B-2.

<> B-2. Optional: If you do not already know the three castle objects you would like as friends,
research online and fill in the Directed Brainstorming Box provided (Optional Box B-2).
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Directed Brainstorming Box
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Three Castle Objects You Would Like as Friends

First Castle Object

Second Castle Object

Third Castle Object

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
Optional Box B-2
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Lesson C. Write On: Quotations

You are assigned the addition of at least one quotation in this project. You will want to learn even more about quotations
in order to do this well.

Punctuating Quotes
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1. Always put periods and commas inside a closing quotation mark.
a. He said, “Old soldiers never die; they just fade away.”
b. “Old soldiers never die; they just fade away,” he said.
2. Put a question mark or exclamation point inside the closing quotation mark only if it is part of a quotation; otherwise, the question mark or exclamation point should be placed outside the closing quotation mark:
a. “Is he coming over?” they asked. (Place the question mark inside the closing quotation mark since the question
mark is part of the quotation.)
b. “Watch out!” he exclaimed. (Place the exclamation point inside the closing quotation mark since the exclamation point is part of the quotation.)
c. Did you read the article titled “Baby Games”? (Place the question mark outside the closing quotation mark
since the question mark is not part of the quotation. It is not part of the minor work [that is shown with quotation
marks] but is the end mark for the entire sentence.)
3. When quotation marks show a partial quotation or a minor work and a comma follows the quoted material, place
the comma inside the closing quotation mark:
• We should read the article titled “Baby Games,” and we should plan the activities.
4. When using quotation marks to show a partial quotation or a minor work at the very end of a sentence, a period
should be placed inside the closing quotation mark- -but not exclamation points or question marks:
a. I read the article entitled “Daily Devotional.”
b. Did you read the article entitled “Daily Devotional”? (Place the question mark outside the closing quotation
mark since the question mark is not part of the quotation- -not part of the minor work [that is shown with quotation marks] but punctuation for the entire sentence.)

Speech Tags
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1. A speech tag (words showing who the speaker is) can come before or after the quotation. (Speech tags are not surrounded by quotation marks.)
• She said, “He is kind.”
• “He is kind,” she said.
2. When a speech tag comes at the beginning of a quotation, a comma should follow the speech tag:
• Father said, “Get all of your jobs done.”
3. Use a comma at the end of a declarative quotation instead of a period even if a complete sentence (in quotation
marks) comes before the speech tag: “I read it,” he said.
a. A sentence may only have one period.
b. You must use a comma inside closing quotation marks in a sentence with an ending speech tag--not a period
(since your sentence already contains a period at the end of it--after the ending speech tag).
4. When a speech tag comes at the end of a question or exclamatory quotation, a question mark or exclamation point
should be placed before the speech tag, inside the closing quotation mark (assuming that the question mark or exclamation point is part of the quote). A sentence with a quote may contain both a question mark or exclamation
point (in the quote) and a period at the end of the sentence--just not two end mark periods.
a. “Have you read it?” asked Donna.
b. “Watch out!” Ray shouted.
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<> C-1. Study the Quote Boxes provided to learn how to include basic quotations in your outline then in the
body of your essay.

General Quote Inclusion in Outline
When you include a quotation in your writing, you may write the entire quote in your outline so that when you are ready
to write, you will not have to look it up. Or you may include a note on your outlining lines that tells you to look up your
quote later when you are writing.
Follow these tips for putting your quote in your outline:
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Unless your teacher tells you to do otherwise, you should write the entire quote in your outline for now so that you
are ready to include your quote when you are writing your paper.
1. Write your quote neatly on the lines provided word-for-word as it appears in your source.

PL

2. Be sure you use the exact wording, punctuation, and spelling of the original quote. (When you are quoting
a person or a source word-for-word, your copy of it must be identical to the original.)
3. Put quotation marks around your quote, with the first one coming before the first word of the quote and
the last one coming after the final punctuation mark of your quote.

(continued on next page)
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4. Just like you do any time you create an outline that contains details, be sure you include anything that you
will need for that sentence--the correct spelling of the person who said it, a date or place, etc. You do not
want to have to look up information later.
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(continued from previous page)

Citation Examples for "People” Quotes in Outline
(Already Quoted in the Source)
A. If your quote is by a person, you may just include that person's name, if you and your teacher
agree that this is all the information you need.

Example on Outlining Lines:

“Peace, like charity, begins at home." Franklin D. Roosevelt

Example on Outlining Lines:

E

B. If your quote is by a person, but you want to have other information to tell the reader more about
the person who said the quote, be sure to indicate that in your outline.
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"I will prepare and some day my chance will come." Abraham Lincoln, sixteenth
U. S. President
Citation Examples for "Book” Quotes in Outline
(Lifted Text--Not Already Quoted in the Source)
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A. A “book quote” may come from a book, newspaper, magazine, web site, etc.--any words you lift
from a source and make into a quote. These words were not quoted in your source, but any time
you use any words, word-for-word, they must be quoted with quotation marks since they belong
to someone else.)
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B. When you quote a source, you will just lift words from a book (or other source) and put them in
your essay or report, along with quotation marks and the name of the source. (Again, put as
much information as you can, so you will have it when you write your paper. You may or may not
use the title and the author, but if you include them both in your outline, you will be ready.)

Example on Outlining Lines:

“Wolves are related to dogs. Their scientific classification is Canis Lupus.” Wolf Pack by
John Smith

Note: If you are quoting a person (not just lifting words from a source but actually
using words that were spoken by a person (even if the quote came from a book or
source), just treat the words like a “person quote” for now and use a speech tag that
tells who the speaker is (not the book or source title containing this quote). (See
the “Quoting a Person” boxes.)

Note: These samples are for the outline. In your text, you will use the author’s name in the
speech tag.
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<> C-2. Study the quotation box provided below, following these steps:

(1) Read the quote at the top of each one, noticing the capitalization and punctuation of it.

(2) Read the Tips, one at a time, and look back in the quote to see how those tips apply to that quote.

(3) Read the Details of the Quote Rule, also one at a time, and follow the underlining, bold fonting, and
shading in the sample that explains the exact punctuation of that type of quote, speech tag placement,
capitalization needed, etc.

(4) Get help from your teacher to review these, if needed.

(5) Go S-L-O-W-L-Y through the box. Circle, underline, highlight—whatever is needed to help cement the rules
and examples given.
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Basic Quotes With Beginning Speech Tag and Ending Speech Tag
in Your Essay or Report
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When you write a quotation, you will include a speech tag. The speech tag is the group of words that tells who
said the quoted words. You may either put the speech tag before your quote or after your quote. Either way, just
be sure you punctuate it correctly. You might want to get help from your teacher for this.
1. When you get to the place in your outline that contains your quote, you will write your quote in your
paper--right within the paragraph you are writing.
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2. You will either put your information about where you got your quote (the person who said it or the book
from which you got it) before or after the quote itself. These words are called the speech tag.

Details of Quote Rule -- With Beginning Speech Tag:

Helen Keller said, " Although the world is full of suffering, it is full also of the overcoming of it.”
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* said,--A comma should follow most beginning speech tags. (Only use a colon if the speech tag is a
complete sentence.)
* "Although—Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.
* it.” —Be sure the sentence’s ending period goes inside the closing quotation mark.

Details of Quote Rule -- With Ending Speech Tag:

"Although the world is full of suffering, it is full also of the overcoming of it,” said Helen Keller.
* "Although—Most of the time, a quote begins with a capital letter.

* it,” —Be sure to end your statement quote with a comma (rather than a period) when you have an ending speech tag since your complete sentence will end in a period. Also be sure that your comma is inside
the closing quotation mark. (You place a comma at the end of your quote when you have an ending
speech tag because your sentence will have a period at the end of it. A sentence should only have one
period used as an end mark.)
* said Helen Keller. –A speech tag found at the end of the quote begins with a lower case letter (unless the first word of it is a proper noun). The entire sentence ends with a period since the sentence itself
(the whole sentence--containing the quote) is a statement.
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Lesson D. Study Skills and Prewriting: Outline Original
Paragraphs

<> D. Outline each paragraph of castle objects you would like as friends essay on the outlining lines
provided, following these tips:
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(1) Review the list of castle friends that you put in your Brainstorming Box earlier that you might want to
include in your essay.
(2) Add to it as you think of more ideas--or do more research as needed.
(3) “Work” in your Brainstorming Box by doing the following:
a. Review it and add to it as you think of more ideas.
b. Mark through anything you do not want to include in your essay.
c. Number the ideas you have in the order that you think you would like to include them in your
paragraph.
(4) Outline your essay one paragraph at a time in a Sentence-by-Sentence (S-by-S) manner. You may
use complete sentences, statements, or key words for each sentence.
(5) You may or may not use all of the outlining lines provided.
(6) Somewhere in your first sentence or two, you need to transition into your paragraph--a sentence or two
that does all of the following:
a. Transitions from the previous paragraph into this one
b. Introduces the next way to survive
c. “LINKS” that way to survie with the thesis.
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Note: This is why the first two outlining lines for each paragraph have the words
LINK/Transition provided--to remind you to include that LINK/Transition.

All--Paragraph A of Body
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Topic of PoB-A--First Castle Object: ______________________________________________________________________________

LINK /Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
LINK /Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Support Sentence 1 (SS-1) __________________________________________________________________________________________________
SS-2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-5 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SS-6 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SS-7 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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SS-8 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SS-9 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SS-10 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All--Paragraph B of Body

Topic of PoB-B--Second Castle Object:

__________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Support Sentence 1 (SS-1) __________________________________________________________________________________________________
SS-2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-5 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SS-6 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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SS-7 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SS-8 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SS-9 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SA

SS-10 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All--Paragraph C of Body

Topic of PoB-C--Third Castle Object: ______________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Support Sentence 1 (SS-1) __________________________________________________________________________________________________
SS-2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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