
Weeks 7 & 8: Original “Biographical” (Intro to Persuasion) Five Paragraph Essay
One Strong President--3 P’soB, Plus Opening and Closing Paragraphs

Overview of Original Biographical Essay

You will be writing a Five Paragraph Essay about a Strong President. That is, you will write three
P’soB about one President--then add an Opening Paragraph and a Closing Paragraph. This
essay will be completely original. That is, you will not be given material to take notes from,
but you will find your own sources and information for this project.

I. TOPIC OF ESSAY
You will be writing about a strong+
President--somewhat biographical 
while being somewhat “persuasive”--
“slanting” your essay to make your au-
dience think that the person you wrote 
about is truly a Strong President.
A. A president that you wrote about in 

the last project
B. A president that was given in last 

project’s Sample Essay
C. Other president

II. NUMBER OF PARAGRAPHS IN 
THE BODY OF YOUR ESSAY
All students will write 3 Paragraphs 
for the Body (P’soB).

III. SENTENCES PER PARAGRAPH
All students will write 7-10 sentences 
per paragraph.

IV. OPENING PARAGRAPH
All students will write an Opening 
Paragraph.

+Experienced essay writers may write about any person in history for this assignment, with
your teacher’s permission. Just remember, it is an essay--the beginning of persuasion (why
you president is strong). Most students will benefit from this exact assignment since its les-
sons teach how to dissect one paragraph and create three paragraphs from that one.

Note: This Overview Box, which is provided at the beginning of each project, is here to give students
(and teachers) an at-a-glance look at the entire composition assignment. Each step of each lesson
is assigned and detailed throughout the week(s).

V. CLOSING PARAGRAPH
All students will write a Closing
Paragraph.  

VI. SOURCES
Students will not cite sources, but may 
use sources to find information about 
their chosen person if needed or desired.

VII. QUOTATIONS WITHIN YOUR 
ESSAY
Each student will include at least one
quotation--preferably by the strong 
president you have chosen.

VIII. WRITE ON/ADDITIONAL SKILLS
A. Moving From One-Topic-Per-Para-

graph to One-Topic-For-Essay 
Method 

B. Using the Paragraph Topics Tem-
plate

C. “Color-Coded” Research
D. Repeating Words & Phrases
E. Opening Paragraph types
F. Closing Paragraph types
G. Checklist Challenge Coding
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Lesson A. Write On!: Moving From One-Topic-Per-Paragraph to 
One-Topic-For-Essay Method  

You might be wondering what in the world you are going to fill three paragraphs with about one Strong President. This Write
On! lesson will help you figure that out.

We will walk through that here together!

Let’s start with the Three Strong Presidents essay from earlier (from given material) since that was the most recent paper
you have written. Let’s look at the George Washington paragraph from the sample.

<> A-1. Read through the paragraph provided in Box for A-1. As you read, pay attention to any sentences/points that could 
actually become one entire paragraph in a longer paper about George Washington.

This one will definitely be easy for us to dissect. Do you remember that Sample Directed Brainstorming Box that had the
REASONS and EXAMPLES of why each President was strong?  Those topics could easily become paragraph top-
ics in a longer essay.

(1) So instead of having a sentence with a REASON followed by a sentence or two of EXAMPLE, then another set of 
REASON/EXAMPLE and possibly another set of REASON/EXAMPLE, each REASON/EXAMPLE will become 
one paragraph.

(2) This task might seem challenging, but it isn’t as difficult as it sounds:
a. It will give you more space to fully develop your REASON/EXAMPLE.
b. It will be fairly “patterned,” so that will make it easy to layout/plan/research.
c. It will be interesting to your readers.
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The first strong president in American history was also the first President overall, George

Washington. This “First in War, First in Peace President” showed his ability to make wise, tough

decisions by keeping America out of war with England during his second term. Many Ameri-

cans were clamoring for war but the President knew that it was a war the young country could

not win. So he signed the Jay Treaty, even as mobs in the street protested the decision. The “Fa-

ther of his Country” was also skilled at creating agreement in a bitterly divided country. He was

the one person trusted by both Federalists and Republicans. Finally, the “American Cincinna-

tus” exhibited his deep principles by stepping down after two terms—he established the presi-

dency as an institution that was greater than any single person, showing the bedrock of moral

principles that guided him.

Box for A-1



<> A-2. Study the topics from the Sample Paragraph Topics Template (Box for A-2). Read each REASON and EXAMPLE
and ask your self if you think each REASON/EXAMPLE  pair could become an entire paragraph.

<> A-3. Read the Sample Essay provided at the end of this two-week project (Box A-3)

<> A-4. Complete the following steps in the Sample Paragraph Topics Template box (Box for A-2).

(1) Work on the first REASON (for PoB-A):
a. Circle the first “REASON” with one color of highlighter or pen: Ability to make tough, wise decisions.
b. Box the first “EXAMPLE” that goes with that first REASON with that same color of highlighter or pen: Kept 

America out of war with England 2nd term.

(2) Work on the second REASON (for PoB-B):
a. Circle the second “REASON” with one color of highlighter or pen (different than the one you used on (1) 

above): Ability to create agreement.
b. Box the second “EXAMPLE” that goes with that second REASON with that same color of highlighter or pen:

Created agreement in divided country; trusted by Federalists & Republicans

(3) Work on the third REASON (for PoB-C):
a. Circle the third “REASON” with one color of highlighter or pen (different than the one you used on (1) and 

(2) above): Bedrock of moral principles.
b. Box the third “EXAMPLE” that goes with that third REASON with that same color of highlighter or pen: 

Stepped down after 2 terms =  showed presidency greater than 1 person.
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Sample Paragraph Topics Template: George Washington, Strong President

P’soB

PoB-A

PoB-B

PoB-C

REASON EXAMPLE

REASON # 1: Ability to make tough, wise 
decisions�

EXAMPLE # 1: Kept America out of war with 
England 2nd term

REASON # 2: Ability to create agreement� EXAMPLE # 2: Created agreement in divided 
country; trusted by Federalists 
&  Republicans

REASON # 3: Bedrock of moral principles� EXAMPLE # 3: Stepped down after 2 terms = 
showed presidency greater 
than 1 person

Box for A-2



I feel confident that I could write one complete paragraph about each of those three REASONS. 

Guess what? I have just planned how to go from one paragraph about why George Washington was a strong pres-
ident to three paragraphs about why George Washington was a strong president!

We have three REASONS with an EXAMPLE for each one that we could use for an entire essay about why George Wash-
ington was a strong president. Yes, we will have to research to get more information. Yes, we will want to elaborate greatly
on those EXAMPLES to keep each paragraph long enough and interesting enough to our readers, but it can be done.

We can easily take one paragraph, choose the most interesting/easy-to-expand aspects, and create paragraph top-
ics for a three paragraph body.

Lesson B. Research and Study Skills: Determine Paragraph Top-
ics and Design “Working” Thesis Statement  

Do you feel ready to dissect a paragraph that you wrote earlier (or one of the sample paragraphs given in this book so
far) to design three topics for a three paragraph body about a Strong President?

Don’t worry! You will be walked through the process step-by-step. You will be surprised how easy it feels when you
are helped in the essay process.

<> B-1. Choose a president that you think you would enjoy writing three paragraphs for the body and write your topic on 
the line provided (one you wrote about earlier one from the sample, or other).

Topic for Three Paragraph Body of One Strong President (President’s name) ___________________________

<> B-2. Fill in the Paragraph Topics Template box (Box B-2) provided in a similar manner to the George Washington one    
(Box for A-2) by working in the Paragraph Topics Template box or your own Paragraph Topics Template box 
from the last project.

Note: If you choose a different president than the one you wrote about in the last project or 
than the one given in the Sample Essay from last project, you will need to research to fill in 
the Paragraph Topics Template box in order to start from scratch.
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Note: You may put more or less information in your Paragraph Topics Template box for this assignment. You
might just want scant notes to help you remember what you want to look up later—or you might want more
information than you have in your head right now, so you don’t forget to put it in later. Either way, you will be
writing an extensive outline in a little while, so do it whichever way works better for you.

Steps for Box B-2

(1) Work on the first REASON/EXAMPLE pair:
a. Write the REASON and EXAMPLE under PoB-A in Box for B-2.
b. Circle the first “REASON” with one color of highlighter or pen.
c. Box the first “EXAMPLE” that goes with that first REASON with that same color of highlighter or pen.

(2)  Work on the second REASON/EXAMPLE pair:
a. Write the REASON and EXAMPLE under PoB-B in Box for B-2.
b. Circle the second “REASON” with one color of highlighter or pen—different color than the one you used on

(1) above.
c.  Box the second “EXAMPLE” that goes with that second REASON with that same color of highlighter or pen

as Step 2b above.

(3)  Work on the third REASON/EXAMPLE pair:
a. Write the REASON and EXAMPLE under PoB-C in Box for B-2.
b. Circle the third “REASON” with one color of highlighter or pen—different color than the one you used on (1) 

and (2) above.
c. Box the third “EXAMPLE” that goes with that third REASON with that same color of highlighter or pen as step 

3b above.
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Paragraph Topics Template: One Strong President

P’soB

PoB-A

PoB-B

PoB-C

REASON EXAMPLE

REASON # 1: EXAMPLE # 1:

REASON # 2: EXAMPLE # 2:

REASON # 3: EXAMPLE # 3:

Box for B-2



Just like you did in earlier writing projects so far in this book, you will need to write a “Working” Thesis Statement. Don’t
forget that you must know ahead of time what you will be writing about. If you do not know, you will not know what
to research. You will not know what to put in PoB-A because you might use something that you will want to use in PoB-
B, etc. Prewriting is one of the most important aspects of essay writing!

Remember that a Thesis Statement is a statement declaring what your entire paper is going to be about. This is
similar to when you learned how to write the Topic Sentence of a paragraph---a sentence that tells your reader what your
entire paragraph is about.

However, in the case of a Thesis Statement, you will not just write what one paragraph is about—but you will
write what the entire essay is going to be about.

For instance, if you were writing a Topic Sentence/LINK about one paragraph of a George Washington as a strong pres-
ident essay, you might write This “First in War, First in Peace President” showed his ability to make wise, tough decisions
by keeping America out of war with England during his second term.

However, you can not use that sentence for the Thesis Statement of your entire essay because it only tells what the one
paragraph is about—the one about George Washington’s ability to make wise, tough decisions. The Thesis Statement
must tell what the entire essay is about.

For example, George Washington was a strong president because he demonstrated three strong characteristics:
(1) The ability to make tough, wise decisions 
(2) The ability to create agreement and bring people back together 
(3) And a bedrock of moral principles that guided him

Your Thesis Statement should communicate those three characteristics.

<> B-3. Now that you have thought about your three REASONS, you might be ready to write your Thesis Statement 
about your essay. Consider these tips:
(1)  Write one sentence that tells the reader what your essay is going to be about.
(2)  Be sure it includes the three REASONS you will be expounding on.
(3)  Do not say, In this essay, you will learn about….or In this essay, I will tell you about…
(4)  Be sure your Thesis Statement links all of the aspects of your essay together.
(5)  Note that you may write your Thesis Statement entirely by yourself or you may use the “fill in the blank 

box” provided.
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Sample “Working” Thesis Statement

George Washington was a strong president because he demonstrated three strong

characteristics-- the ability to make tough, wise decisions; the ability to create agree-

ment and bring people back together; and a bedrock of moral principles that guided

him.



Note: Even though this paper is your opinion, do not use the word I. State your findings as 
fact. You are basically trying to persuade your reader by giving evidence in a firm, “factual” 
manner. Thus, do not say I think George Washington was a strong president. Say, George
Washington was a strong president. 

Note: You will need semicolons between your REASONS if any one of your REASONS has commas within it (an
internal comma). If one (or more) of your REASONS does not contain commas internally, change the semi-
colons above to commas.

OR
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My “Working” Thesis Statement for this essay: _______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________               

__________________________________________________________________________

My “Working” Thesis Statement for this essay:

___________________________________  ____________________________ was a strong president 

for three important reasons: ____________________________________________________________ ;

_______________________________________________________________________________________ ; 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ .
Box for B-3

Box for B-3



Lesson C. Study Skills: Research and Organize/”Color-Coded” 
Research 

Now that you know who you are writing about and what your REASONS and EXAMPLES will be, you need to prepare an
outline. 

<> C-1. Follow the steps below to research and organize information using MC’s “Color-Coded Research” method:

(1)  Find a book or article about the president you have chosen.

(2)  Read and highlight or “color-code” this by doing the following:
a. Grab the color of highlighter or pen that you marked up REASON One with in your Paragraph Topics 

Template box earlier (Box for B-2).
b. Skim through your source and find any more information about that first REASON/EXAMPLE that will help   

you fill up the entire paragraph and make it interesting. Highlight or circle any information you find for 
PoB-A with that color of highlighter or pen (i.e. “code” the information in the same color as you did in your 
Paragraph Topics Template box).

c. Get the second color of highlighter or pen that you used for REASON #2 (PoB-B) and do steps a. and b. 
for that PoB also.

d. Get the third color of highlighter or pen that you used for REASON #3 (PoB-C) and do steps a. and b. 
for that PoB also.

Note: If your source is one that cannot be marked in (i.e. it is not printed off the internet or    
photocopied), use three different colors of “sticky notes” to indicate where information is that 
you want to use in your book /source.

(3)  Once you have all three REASONS with a correlating EXAMPLE for each REASON researched and coded, you 
will be ready to outline on the lines provided.

Note: When you are doing this researching and coding, if you find a different REASON with an EX-
AMPLE that you feel is stronger than what you were planning to write, feel free to change one of 
the Topics of Paragraph in your Paragraph Topics Template box (Box for B-2)—and go with the 
new idea!

<> C-2. Follow these steps to outline the body of your essay:

(1)  Write the topic of your entire essay on the Topic of Essay line provided.

(2)  On each PoB REASON line, write one REASON from your Paragraph Topics Template box.

(3)  Then write the EXAMPLE of that REASON underneath each one (also listed in Box for B-2).

(4)  Then beneath each  EXAMPLE, write a Topic Sentence or Transition Sentence that will introduce that REA-
SON (in the case of PoB-A) or transition (in the cases of PoB-B and PoB-C), write notes for the Topic Sentence 
or Transition Sentence for that PoB.
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(5)  Take notes for each paragraph, keeping these things in mind as you outline:
a. A paragraph is a unit of thought.
b. Each paragraph should be about the REASON and should include details of the EXAMPLE.
c. Keep focused on those two aspects for each paragraph—that REASON and that EXAMPLE for that REASON.               
d. When you change topics, you will change paragraphs—just like when you wrote about three animals, three 

fruits, or three presidents—except this time you will change when you change REASONS.
e. You will take notes Sentence-by-Sentence (S-by-S), but you will have a chance to tweak your outlining 

later, so do not be too concerned with getting each sentence in exactly the right order, etc.
f. You may write down too much information and omit some of it later when you are writing, if needed, but 

do not write down too little information.
g. Try to keep your points balanced. In other words, do not put so much information in one paragraph that it 

will be ten sentences while another only has enough information for four sentences.
h. You may or may not use all of the sentence lines.

Note: If you think of something (or find something in your research) that you want to open or 
close your essay with, flip over to the Opening Paragraph or Closing Paragraph section and jot 
down your notes there for those.

Note: If you find a quote in your research that you would like to use anywhere in your paper---in    
the body or the Opening Paragraph or Closing Paragraph, go ahead and write the quote down 
in the appropriate place word-for-word along with the name of the person who said it. 

TTopic of Essay:                                                                                                                         

Topic of PoB-A--REASON 1                                                                                                        

EXAMPLE 1                                                                                                                                                   
Topic Sentence(s)/LINK                                                                                                                                         
Support Sentence 1 (SS-1)                                                                                                                                    
SS-2                                                                                                                                                           
SS-3                                                                                                                                                            
SS-4                                                                                                                                                           
SS-5                                                                                                                                                            
SS-6                                                                                                                                                             
SS-7                                                                                                                                                            
SS-8                                                                                                                                                             
SS-9                                                                                                                                                             
SS-10                                                                                                                                                           
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Topic of PoB-B--REASON 2                                                                                                         

EXAMPLE 2                                                                                                                                                    
Topic Sentence(s)/LINK                                                                                                                                               
Support Sentence 1 (SS-1)                                                                                                                                         
SS-2                                                                                                                                                           
SS-3                                                                                                                                                            
SS-4                                                                                                                                                           
SS-5                                                                                                                                                            
SS-6                                                                                                                                                             
SS-7                                                                                                                                                            
SS-8                                                                                                                                                             
SS-9                                                                                                                                                             
SS-10                                                                                                                                                         

  
Topic of PoB-C--REASON 3                                                                                                         

EXAMPLE 3                                                                                                                                                    
Topic Sentence(s)/LINK                                                                                                                                               
Support Sentence 1 (SS-1)                                                                                                                                         
SS-2                                                                                                                                                           
SS-3                                                                                                                                                            
SS-4                                                                                                                                                           
SS-5                                                                                                                                                            
SS-6                                                                                                                                                             
SS-7                                                                                                                                                            
SS-8                                                                                                                                                             
SS-9                                                                                                                                                             
SS-10                                                                                                                                                           
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Lesson D. Composition: Write Rough Draft of Essay
<> D. Follow these steps to write the body of your essay:

(1) Read the topic of entire essay line to remind yourself of what your essay is about.
(2) Read the Topic of the Paragraph Line (REASON/EXAMPLE) and the sentence notes beneath it.
(3) Add any notes to this paragraph that you desire—or mark through things you do not want or 

renumber the sentence lines if you want your information in a different order.
(4) Write the first Paragraph of the Body of your essay in your notebook or key it on the computer.
(5) Be sure to double space (if keying) or write on every other line (if writing by hand).
(6) Continue the steps above for the rest of your essay.

Lesson E. Study Skills/Prewriting/Composition: Take Notes and
Write an Original Opening Paragraph

There are many options when you are writing a biographical type of essay about a famous person (such as this week’s
strong president). Like all Opening Paragraphs, you want your opening to make the reader want to continue read-
ing. Your Closing Paragraph should be memorable and sum up who your person is and what that person accomplished.

1. Direct questions--One of the best ways to create interest is to ask questions. The simplest way to do this is to ask   
the questions directly.

2. Cause reader to ask questions--In addition to asking questions directly, there are other ways to “ask questions.” If,     
for example, you start with a person’s humble birth, the readers will ask themselves “How did this person make an 
impact on the world?” Notice they will ask themselves this question—you don’t have to do it.

3. Story or anecdote--If you start with a clever story or anecdote, the reader will want to learn more about this per-
son.

4. List of accomplishments--If you start with a list of accomplisments, the reader will wonder how the person accom-
plished those things.

5. “Bookend” your paper with an Opening Paragraph and a Closing Paragraph that are linked to each other.
Here are some ideas you might want to use for “bookending” a paper about an influential person:
a. Start with birth and end with impact of the person
b. Start with impact the person had and end with birth
c. Start with birth and end with death
d. Begin and end with a story about the person (i.e. a continuing story)
e. Open with a list of accomplishments and close with the impact of those accomplishments
f. Open with obstacles person faced and end with accomplishments 
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<> E-1. Read the Sample Opening Paragraphs provided for the George Washington Sample essay provided at the       
end of this lesson (Sample Box for A-3). Notice how each type does a good job of introducing the essay while 
still staying true to its “type” and gives the Thesis Statement clearly in a position that is effective. 

OPENING PARAGRAPH SAMPLES
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BIOGRAPHY

George Washington was born on February 22, 1732 to Augustine and Mary Washington and was the oldest of six
children. His parents were a moderately prosperous Virginia family, and George received an excellent education from
the church sexton and a schoolmaster. From the ages of sixteen to nineteen, he helped survey the western counties of
Virginia until at the age of twenty George’s half-brother died (Augustine had died when George was eleven); George
then inherited the entire Washington estates. He had little time to relax, however, since he was a major in the Virginia
militia, and in 1753, when Washington was twenty-one, the French and Indian War broke out. This war helped Wash-
ington gain painful but valuable experience leading troops until he decided to resign from the militia in 1758. Following
the end of his time in the militia, Washington became quite busy managing his lands which had grown dramatically as
a result of his marriage to Martha Custis, a widow who was the owner of thousands of acres of land. This peaceful life
lasted until 1775 when the Revolutionary War started, and Washington was appointed commander-in-chief of the colo-
nial forces fighting against Britain. For nine years following this appointment, Washington fought against a much larger
British army until in 1784 a treaty was signed to end the war after the French helped defeat the British. It was following
these experiences that Washington became president. George Washington was a strong president because he
demonstrated three strong characteristics—the ability to make tough, wise decisions; the ability to create
agreement and bring people back together; and a bedrock of moral principles that guided him.

Box E-1 Biography

DEFINITION

The word “strong” can be defined in a variety of ways ranging from “great physical power” to “moral or intellectual
power” to “having an offensive or intense odor or flavor”! Though according to some ways of defining the word, George
Washington would not be strong; according to others, he would be a perfect fit. In moral and intellectual strength, Wash-
ington was a nearly spotless example throughout his life and not the least during his presidency. Strong can also be de-
fined as “having great resources (as of wealth or talent)”; according to this definition, Washington would also be
considered to possess this quality. As far as wealth, Washington was one of the wealthiest men in Virginia while in tal-
ent Washington was quite skilled in a number of crafts. Finally, strong can also mean “well-established: firm,” and for
strength of this kind, George had no lack. George Washington was a strong president because he demonstrated
three strong characteristics—the ability to make tough, wise decisions; the ability to create agreement and
bring people back together; and a bedrock of moral principles that guided him.

Box E-1 Definition



<> E-2. Now that you have written the body of your essay, you are ready to write notes for an original Opening
Paragraph.  Follow these steps:

(1) Read the body of your essay aloud to yourself, and consider these options for opening your essay. 
a. Characteristics
b. Definition and definition information
c. A song or a poem
d. A story
e. A dialogue
f. A Scripture

g. Quote
h. Biography 
i. Other 

Weeks 7 & 8: Original “Biographical” (Intro to Persuasion) Five Paragraph Essay--One Strong President                153

STORY

Ever since his death in 1799, George Washington has been renowned for his exemplary character qualities.
One of the most famous anecdotes that epitomize this ideal is the story of George Washington and the cherry tree. The
tale goes that when young George was six he received a hatchet which he prized and delighted in using on anything
in sight. While playing in his mother’s garden one day, he decided to try his hatchet on a beautiful cherry tree. He hacked
off so much of the bark that the tree later died. When his father saw the damage the next morning, he was furious and
demanded to see his son. What happened next revealed the virtue that characterized this famous man throughout his
life. George Washington was a strong president because he demonstrated three strong characteristics—the abil-
ity to make tough, wise decisions; the ability to create agreement and bring people back together; and a bedrock
of moral principles that guided him.

QUOTE

George Washington once stated, “It may be laid down as a primary position, and the basis of our system, that every
Citizen who enjoys the protection of a Free Government, owes not only a proportion of his property, but even of his per-
sonal services to the defense of it.” Throughout his life, Washington lived these words out to their fullest extent. In 1775,
at the start of the American Revolution, this self-sacrificial soldier consented to command the colonial army against a
far superior British force. He longed to remain at home on his plantation in Virginia, yet he knew his duty to his country
was more important. Later on in the war, his army was dying of cold and disease while wintering in Pennsylvania, yet
Washington remained with the troops, risking his life to show his support for his fellow countrymen. Not only was Wash-
ington’s willingness to sacrifice for his country revealed while he was a general, it was also exhibited during his presi-
dency. He was driven by patriotism to be a great president for his country. George Washington was a strong president
because he demonstrated three strong characteristics—the ability to make tough, wise decisions; the ability
to create agreement and bring people back together; and a bedrock of moral principles that guided him.

Box E-1 Quote

Box E-1 Story



(2) In your notes, plan on what you will include in your Thesis Statement.* (You may tweak your orig-
inal Thesis Statement to fit in your Opening Paragraph however you see fit.)
a. Remember, a Thesis Statement is a statement that tells the “thesis” of your paper--what your 

entire paper is about.
b. It should be a sentence or two in length and should introduce your reader to your topic.
c. It may be at the very beginning of your Opening Paragraph or at the end of your Opening Paragraph.
d. It should bridge the gap between your catchy Opening Paragraph and the body of your essay.

(3) Write enough notes for 7-10 sentences on the lines provided, again not worrying about the order,     
having too much information, etc.

(4) You may just jot down some thoughts, references, etc., for your Opening Paragraph notes, or you 
may create a  “Sentence-by-Sentence” Outline like you did for the body of your essay.

(5) You may plan to write your Opening Paragraph in a different “person” (first person, second person, 
etc.) if the content warrants it.
a. For example, if you are using an opening story, you may tell it in first person (if needed). 
b. If you are using an opening challenge, you may tell it in second person, etc. 
c. Note that Opening and Closing Paragraphs are times during informative writing when it is acceptable to 

write less formally and to change persons and/or tenses as the type of Opening Paragraph you are 
writing determines.

*Note: If you are used to writing Thesis Statements and Opening Paragraphs, you may experiment 
with putting your Thesis Statement later in your Opening Paragraph--even at the very end of your 
Opening Paragraph, if desired. Sometimes this helps the flow of your Opening Paragraph when you 
are using a story or other information in your Opening Paragraph that you want to keep all  
together--then follow all of this with the Thesis Statement.
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Opening Paragraph Type

At your level, you should be very deliberate in the types of Opening 
Paragraphs and Closing Paragraphs you write. In other words, you should 
plan each Opening Paragraph and Closing Paragraph specifically to your 
essay. You should not just ramble about your topic. Think critically about 
this essay and determine how you will open it. Write the type of Opening 
Paragraph (song, biography, definition, statistic, informative, etc.) you will 
use on the line provided.

Type of Opening Paragraph: __________________________________________



Notes for Opening Paragraph

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

<> E-3. Follow these steps for writing your Opening Paragraph:

(1) Write your Thesis Statement at the beginning of your paragraph that tells or introduces the topic of
your paragraph. (Or plan to put your Thesis Statement later, if desired.)

(2) Number your notes in the order you want them, and add any information you may have forgotten.

(3) Using each set of notes for one sentence in the following way:
a. Read a line of notes.
b. Consider what you want to say about those notes.
c. Say aloud a sentence that you want to use.
d. Write down that sentence.
e. Repeat these steps for all of your notes.
f. You may leave out some information that you do not want to include or add more information if you

remember something you forgot.
g. Write this paragraph in your notebook (on every other line) or key it on the computer (double spaced)

before the essay you just wrote.
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Lesson F. Study Skills/Prewriting/Composition: Take Notes for 
an Original Closing Paragraph

<> F-1. Read the Sample Closing Paragraphs provided for the George Washington Sample Essay provided at the end of       
this lesson (Sample Box for A-3). Notice how each type does a good job of closing the essay while still staying true 
to its “type” and gives the Thesis Statement “Reloaded” clearly in a position that is effective. 

CLOSING PARAGRAPH SAMPLES

156 Weeks 7 & 8: Original “Biographical” (Intro to Persuasion) Five Paragraph Essay--One Strong President 

BIOGRAPHY

George Washington demonstrated three strong characteristics that made him a strong president: the abil-
ity to make challenging, sensible decisions; the ability to avoid discord and keep people together; and a moral
core that guided his every decision. Before leaving office, Washington had published an open letter to the public in
which he wrote what became known as the “Farewell Address.” In it, he gave the nation advice on how to continue and
grow the fledgling United States of America. Following the inauguration of John Adams as the nation’s second Presi-
dent, a relieved George Washington returned to Mount Vernon to resume private life. He had taken on the all-impor-
tant role of president and used his power to move the young nation to a stable place politically and economically. He
now proceeded to spend two years improving the operations and production of his plantation, but his peaceful life was
not to last. On December 12, 1799, Washington spent the day inspecting the farm during a snowstorm. The next morn-
ing he was sick with a severe sore throat, and though doctors tried to help him, he died on the evening of December
14, 1799 at the age of 67. At his death, this self-sacrificing servant was mourned by the entire nation, and today Wash-
ington is still remembered and revered as one of the United States’ strongest and greatest leaders.

Box F-1 Biography

SUMMARY OF ESSAY

George Washington proved he was a strong president by revealing three strong characteristics consisting
of the ability to make hard yet prudent decisions; the ability to keep the peace and bring people together; and
a foundation of virtue that guided him. His ability to make tough, wise decisions was revealed during his second term
in office as he kept the United States out of a war with England. Ignoring the tempting yet dangerous advice of Thomas
Jefferson, Washington kept America neutral and made a treaty that resulted in the resumption of trade with England.
This exemplary president demonstrated the ability to create agreement and bring people back together as he created
agreement in a divided country and was trusted by Federalists and Republicans. By refusing to make himself anything
more than a simple public servant and by asking the advice of his Cabinet before deciding a course, Washington earned
the trust of everyone around him. Finally, this model citizen’s bedrock of moral principles that guided him was exhibited
in his decision to step down after two terms to show that the Presidency was greater than one person. George Wash-
ington could have run for election a third time, yet he refused and instead allowed John Adams to become the nation’s
second president. In all these examples, Washington proved that he was one of the strongest presidents the United
States has ever known.

Box F-1 Summary



<> F-2. Now that you have written the body and Opening Paragraph of your paper, you are ready to write a        
Closing Paragraph.

(1) Your Closing Paragraph will include a Thesis Statement “Reloaded.”
a. Remember, a Thesis Statement “Reloaded” is a statement that “closes” your paper--sums up 

what your entire paper is about.
b. It should be a sentence or two in length and should close your essay.
c. It may be at the very beginning of your Closing Paragraph or at the end of your Closing Paragraph.
d. It should bridge the gap between your catchy Closing Paragraph and the body of your essay.
e. It should leave your reader with a feeling of satisfaction after reading your paper.
f. It may repeat something catchy from your opening or may repeat the title of your essay, if desired.
g. Be sure your Thesis Statement “Reloaded” is not identical to your Thesis Statement---it should be 

“reloaded” with the key words still in it.
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DEFINITION

The word “legacy” can be defined as “something transmitted by or received from an ancestor or predecessor from
the past.” According to this definition, George Washington left one of the greatest legacies of any American. To start with,
he is known as the “Father of His Country,” a title commemorating the huge role—as general and president-- he had in
founding the Unites States. However, this title is only the start of the legacy of this Founding Father as he is remem-
bered in monuments, names, currency, flags, and stamps. Though numerous monuments have been erected in his
honor, the most famous are the Washington Monument and Mount Rushmore (his face is one of the four on this me-
morial). As far as names, Washington’s name is most prominently remembered in the names of the capital of the United
States—Washington D.C.—the state of Washington; however, his name is also seventeenth in a lesser known category:
street names. In the category of currency, Washington’s face is easily recognized on the one dollar bill and on the quar-
ter. Finally, Washington is pictured on the flag of Washington State, and his image was printed on the first U.S. stamp.
His legacy looms large, yet George Washington deserves to be remembered most for his contributions to his country.
Throughout his strong presidency, George Washington demonstrated three strong characteristics: the ability
to make difficult but wise decisions; the ability to create agreement; and an unassailable sense of morality.

Box F-1 Definition

STORY

After he discovered the fate of his cherry tree, George Washington’s father asked for his son and declared that his
tree had been so disfigured that it was worth next to nothing. Young George soon answered the summons and ap-
peared with his hatchet. His father glared at him and pointing toward the garden he angrily asked, “Do you know who
killed that beautiful little cherry tree yonder in the garden?” George knew he had done what was wrong, but he decided
that truth was better than lies. Looking into the eyes of his father he replied, “I can’t tell a lie. Pa, you know I can’t tell a
lie. I did cut it with my hatchet.” At this answer, his father brightened once again and sweeping his son up into his arms
he declared, “Such an act of heroism in my son is more worth than a thousand trees, though blossomed with silver, and
their fruits of purest gold.” This strength of character of was revealed by George Washington throughout his
strong presidency as he demonstrated three strong characteristics: the ability to make tough, wise decisions;
the ability to create agreement; and an unshakeable sense of morality. Box F-1 Story



(2) Write enough notes for 7-10 sentences on the lines provided, again not worrying about the order, having
too much information, etc.

(3) You may just jot down some thoughts, references, etc., for your Closing Paragraph notes, or you may 
create “Sentence-by-Sentence” Outline like you did for the body of your essay.

(4) You may plan to write your Closing Paragraph in a different “person” (first person, second person, 
etc.) if the content warrants it. 
a. For example, if you are using a closing story, you may tell it in first person (if needed). 
b. If you are using a closing challenge, you may tell it in second person, etc. 
c. Note that Opening and Closing Paragraphs are times during informative writing when it is acceptable to 

write less formally and to change persons and/or tenses as the type of Closing Paragraph you are writing 
determines.

Note: If you are used to writing Thesis Statements “Reloaded” and Closing Paragraphs, you may ex-
periment with putting your Thesis Statement “Reloaded” later in your Closing Paragraph--even at the
very end of your Closing Paragraph, if desired. Sometimes this helps the flow of your Closing Para-
graph when you are writing a story or other information in your Closing  Paragraph that you want to 
keep all together--then follow this with the Thesis Statement “Reloaded.”
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Closing Paragraph Type

At your level, you should be very deliberate in the types of Opening 
Paragraphs and Closing Paragraphs you write. In other words, you should 
plan each Opening Paragraph and Closing Paragraph specifically to your 
essay. You should not just ramble about your topic. Think critically about 
this essay and determine how you will close it. Write the type of Closing 
Paragraph (song, biography, definition, statistic, informative, etc.) you will 
use on the line provided.

Type of Closing Paragraph: __________________________________________



Notes for Closing Paragraph

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

<> F-3. Follow these steps for writing your Closing Paragraph:

(1) Write an opening sentence (Thesis Statement “Reloaded”) at the beginning of your Closing Para-
graph that tells what your essay was about. (Or plan to put your Thesis Statement “Reloaded” later, if
desired.)

(2) Number your notes in the order you want them, and add any information you may have forgotten.
(3) Using each set of notes for one sentence:

a. Read a line of notes.
b. Think about what you want to say about those notes.
c. Say a sentence aloud that you want to use.
d. Write that sentence down.
e. Repeat these steps for all of your notes.
f. You may leave out some information that you do not want to include or add more information if you

remember something you forgot.
g. Write this paragraph in your notebook (on every other line) or key it on the computer (double spaced),

after the essay you just wrote.
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Lesson G. Composition and Editing: Edit and Revise Using the 
Checklist Challenge

<> G. Use the Checklist Challenge located after this week’s lesson to edit your essay.
(1) Complete each revision for each paragraph, as indicated. 
(2) Insert revisions with pen or pencil into your rough draft paper.
(3) Highlight (or code) each revision on your rough draft paper as directed by your teacher.
(4) Check off (or code) each item’s check box on the Checklist Challenge for this week.

Note: If you are not familiar with CI’s Checklist Challenge, and you feel that you need 
more help on it than this upper level book provides, you may desire to secure a first semes-
ter MC book for levels four through nine or the Character Quality Language Arts Teacher’s 
Guide--all of which contain detailed lessons on the How To’s of the Checklist Challenge.
Also, see the Checklist Challenge Coding box provided. 

Note: Notice that after several tasks of the Checklist Challenge, the items start to contain 
words like “If you have already done this, highlight the word or sentence in your paper 
and highlight the check box(es) as directed by your teacher.” When you start to see 
these words, you may just locate the items in your paper and code them for your teacher 
rather than adding more of them. Be sure you code the items in your paper and in the 
task check boxes of the CC Chart.

Lesson H. Composition: Final Copy Original Biographical Essay
<> H-1. Write the final copy of your essay in your notebook (on every line). If you prefer, you may key it on the     

computer (double spaced).

<> H-2. Read your final copy aloud. Do you like the way it sounds now? Do you notice an improvement in your 
essay since you completed the Checklist Challenge?
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Checklist Challenge Coding
Your teacher may desire for you to code your CC for her so that she can grade it/check it more easily. The following steps
will help you learn to code your CC for your teacher. For more help on this, see the Suggested CC Coding Chart in the back
of this Meaningful Composition book.

1. Use colored pencil or colored pens or highlighters.
2. Print off your double spaced rough draft report or essay (or use your handwritten rough draft).
3. With your CC on one side and your paper on your dominant side (right hand side for right handed students), 

complete the first CC task.
4. Place a check mark in the check boxes for the items that say "read" or "look for errors," etc., with a pen as 

you complete them.
5. For items that involve inserting things or omitting something and adding something else, code in one of two ways:

a. Insert the change or addition with a pen or pencil on your paper and use a highlighter to mark it in your 
paper in a distinguishing way--highlight the addition with an orange highlighter, circle the change with blue high-
lighter, double underline the title with a pink highlighter, etc. (choosing whatever colors you desire without repeat-
ing the exact same marking). OR

b. Insert the change or addition with a colored pencil or colored pen (choosing whatever colors you desire with
out repeating the exact same marking). (In this method, you will eventually need to add the change AND circle it or 
underline it so that your exact same marking is not repeated. For example, you might add verbs with a blue pen 
but add the title with a blue pen and underline the title with that same blue pen--two different markings, one written    
in blue pen and one written in blue pen and underlined with the blue pen.)

6. Whatever you do to the insertion on your paper should be done to the CC check boxes for that item. 
a. For example, if you highlight your new verbs with an orange highlighter in your paper, you will color in the check 

box with orange highlighter. 
b. If you underline your title with purple highlighter in your paper, you should underline the check box with purple 

highlighter. 
c. If you write your new verbs in green colored pencil in your paper, make a check mark in the check box with that 

same green colored pencil. 
7. If your teacher gives you permission to skip a CC task (or you and she do not think a change will improve a para-   

graph), place an NC (no change) in the check box for that paragraph, so your teacher will not look for it.
8. If you skip a task altogether (without your teacher’s permission), place an X in the task box(es), so your teacher will       

know not to search for the revisions. Obviously, it is always preferrred that you do all of your assignments, but it 
would be better to indicate that you skipped something than to leave the box(es) blank.

The point is that the coding you put into the paper copy of your composition should be identical to what you do to
(or above, beneath, around, etc.) the CC check boxes for that task. This method will allow your teacher to have your
CC chart on one side and your "colorful paper" (with the CC revisions inserted with colors) on the other. She can check at
a glance to find your new insertions, title, Thesis Statement, and more.

Note: Some students prefer to do the CC on their paper on the electronic document on the computer with the
colored shading tool provided in word processing programs. This is fine, too, but the student should still do the
same marking/coding on the CC chart as he did on the electronic document--or write beside the tasks what
color each task is. For example, if the student shades the verbs he replaced in pink shading, he should write
PINK beside the CC task for the verbs on the chart. Then when he prints this "colorful" version, the teacher can
still check his revisions easily. 

Box H
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The first way Geeorge Washiinggttoonn rrevealed that he was a strong president was his abilliity tto make

tough, wise deciissions. 

Inn  Febrruaryy of 1793, Britain andd France (the latter under the leader-

ship of revolutioonnaries) declaredd wwaar  on each other. Washington, sensing the danger of the United

States getting involved,  immeddiaattelyy  declared neutrality. Hoowever, Thomas  Jefferrson and hhis sup-

porters disaggreeed with  the Presiiddennt aand  called for the U.S. to support FFrance in  reetturnn forr the help

they had given durinng the Ameriican  RRevolutionn. Washington stood firm and prroceeded to sign

(with Congrressional supppoort) thee  JJaayy  Treaty. This agreement allowed America to resumee trade  with

Britain and  avoiid war with  bothh  thheirr forrmer enemy and the French. Through this fragile siituua-

tion, George Washington’s ability  to mmakee difficult but smart decisions was exposed and so aalso was

his second strong ccharacteristic: thee abbiiliity to creeate agreement and bring  people back  together.

George Washinngton’s abiility to creaattee aaggreement and bring people back together  was rreeveaaled most

in the way he  ccrreeated agreemment in a diividded country and was trusted by Federalists aand Republi-

cans. 

OOncce in offiice, he continueed this trend by coonsistently

avoiding anythhing that would maakkee him more thhan a simple public servant. He dressedd  as a com-

mon citizen;; hhe  answered to thhe  tiitle  oof a commmon citizen; hhe acted as a common cittiizzen would.

Knowing thiis, eveeryone was  wwiilllingg  ttoo respect  himm. In his policcies, Washington  crreated agrreement

and trust by eleccting tto sstay  freee of aanny ppolitical party afffiliaation in order tto avoid connflictt. In his

decisions, he asked addvvice  from  alll  hhiss caabbinet  members and other people under him beffore making

his final choice.. TThouggh ssomee ppeoopllee contiinued to doubbt whether WWashinngton was makingg decisionns

that were bringing ppeople togethheerr, nno oonne could doubt hhis bedrock of moral principples that guided

him.

something no oother president has ddonee.  

Washington creatted agreeemennt before  he even took office by beingg electedd unanimously,

out of a war with England. 

Thiss was esspeccially evident duriing hiss second term when he kept America

Zac Keiser
Spring 2014

3 P’soB

Ninth Grade
Mrs. Reish

No Opening Paragraph
or Closing Paragraph

Box for A-3 (continued on next page)
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The beddroocck of moraall pprrincipplees thhaatt  guided George Washington was his thirrd charactteristic that

made him aa  strong presidentt. 

With the final yyear of his  sec-

ond term  comming to a cllose,, tthe firrst PPresident had to decide whether he wouldd rrun for  a third teerm.

At this time, ttherre was no limit onn tthe nnumber of terms a U.S. president  coould have. However, Wash-

ington waass tiireed and moore tthan that, he kneww that he was setting precedent. If he decideed to stay

for a third term, future leadders of tthe United Statess would follow hiis examplee and run for third

terms. Thiss would enddaangerr thee  bbalaannce of power by leaving authority in the hands off oone man for

twelve yeaars.  So, in  1796,, Johhnn Adams was elected to succeed Washington, and in March of 1797,

this humbble  man  leeft office..  HHe reveealeed the ultimate measure of his morral chaaracter by executing a

peaceful ttransfer of power, soomeething  the world had rarrely experienced up to tthhiis point.. By accom-

plishing tthhiss feat, tthis man oof hhigghh  morals set the standarrd  for the office of president for numerouus

years to come.

Note: See how the Sample Opening Paragraphs and Sample Closing Paragraphs provided (Boxes
F-1 & G-1) in this project fit extremely well with this 3 P’soB essay.

two termss to  show that tthe Preesiddenncy was greater than one person.

This  wwas exemplified in Wasshingttoon’s decisiion to step doown after

Box for A-3 (continued from previous page)



Read your essay to your teacher or an older sibling. Together, listen for sentences that sound 
unclear. Be sure to read aloud. You will “hear” errors you would otherwise not find. Place a 
check mark in each CC box with a pen or pencil when this step is completed. 

Focus on content errors at this time.

Circle each verb with a light colored highlighter. This will make it easier to change your verbs and 
to add adverbs (ly words and others) as further directed. “Code” the CC boxes in the same 
way that you coded your located verbs in your paper.

Be sure to circle all of the following verbs:
• Action verbs--show what the subject does
• Be, a Helper, Link verbs (BHL)--being, helping, and linking verbs (is, are, am, was, were, has, had, do, 

does, etc.)
• Infinitives--to + verb (to +action verb or to + BHL verb)

Be sure you circle the verbs in your writings as this step is crucial later in the Checklist 
Challenge. However, do not get discouraged if you miss some. You do not need to labor  
over each word, fearful of missing a verb. The more you look for the verbs, the better you 
will get at finding them--and the better you will get at the verb-related CC items.

Add an adverb (ly word or other) to each paragraph. You may select one from the list below or 
choose one of your own. “Code” the CC boxes in the same way that you coded your added 
adverbs in your paper.

Examples:
only totally joyfully willingly completely never
practically significantly closely finally diligently seldom
cheerfully carefully laboriously gladly slowly later
extremely gratefully happily sometimes always tomorrow
fully thoughtfully interestingly apparently cautiously repeatedly

An adverb is a describer that describes or modifies a verb, adjective, or other adverb. An adverb tells
where, when, how, or to what extent.
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One Strong President--3 P’soB, Plus Opening and Closing Paragraphs

Complete the Checklist Challenge by using these guides:
• Determine which check boxes apply to your level.
•  Each box will indicate the number of changes that need to be completed (normally one box for each paragraph).

ALL LEVELS

BASIC LEVEL only

EXTENSION only

OPTIONAL -- Your teacher will decide whether you should complete this task or not, based on your grammar/usage level.

All

B

E

Optional
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All

All All All All
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Add one descriptive adjective to each paragraph. You may select one from the list below or 
choose one of your own. “Code” the CC boxes in the same way that you coded your added 
adjectives in your paper.

Examples:
stringent gracious lengthy trusted courteous infallible
meek meager valiant understanding trustworthy horrendous
courageous   fulfilling preoccupied terrible incapable presumptuous

An adjective is a describer that describes a noun or pronoun. It tells whose, which one, how 
many, or what kind. You should add descriptive adjectives--those that tell what kind.

Create a title, and put it at the top of the your paper. If you have already done this, you should
still “code” the CC check box and the title in your paper as directed by your teacher. 

Consider the following ideas:
• Something catchy: “Powerful President” or “Missouri Man”
• Something comical: “The Main Man”
• Something bold: “First President”
• A song title or line: “He’s The One”
• A Scripture: “Worthy of Respect”
• Something biblical: “Servant Leadership”
• Something about character: “Father of His Country”
• Something informative: “The American Cincinnatus”
• Other: “First in War, First in Peace”

Tips:
• Center your title at the top of the first page of your composition. 
• Capitalize the first letter of the first and last word. 
• Capitalize all the words within the title that are important--but not three-letter-

or-fewer articles, pronouns, or prepositions. 
• Do not italicize your title, though you may treat it like a minor work and sur-

round it with quotation marks (regular ones, not single ones), if desired.

From the Banned Words List below, select one word (or form of that word) that you have in 
one of your paragraphs, omit it, and substitute a similar, but stronger, word. If you do not have 
any Banned Words, just “code” the CC check box(es) as directed by your teacher (or 
place a check mark in each one that represents a paragraph with no Banned Words). 

Banned Word List
very             big              really            good              great        fine            slow
say              bad             little              want               see                 look           such                                                     
ask              lot               find               walk               said                go             become
sit               think            soft               fast                many              find       

*like (Like is only banned when it is a verb. When used as a preposition, like often creates a simile--and is 
not a Banned Word.)                            

Advanced students should omit as many Banned Words as possible throughout all para- 
graphs.
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Add a sentence to the beginning of your paper that describes the whole piece. This is called 
the Thesis Statement . If you have already done this, you should still “code” the CC 
check box and the Thesis Statement in your paper as directed by your teacher.

Examples:
• Report about raccoons: Ever wonder how that furry bandit known as a raccoon                                                            

manages to get into your coolers while you sleep in your tent at night?
• Report about an experience: When I just turned thirteen years old, I found out the 
challenging way how important siblings truly are.

Tips
• Write a sentence that describes your paper without telling the reader exactly what it is about.
• Do not say: In this paper you will learn about . . .
• Be sure this Thesis Statement is truly representative of the content of your entire com-    

position.
• Your Thesis Statement is your commitment to write about that topic. It should 

cleverly introduce your composition’s subject.
• If your paper does not have a separate Opening Paragraph, you will want to add an     

Opening Thesis Statement-Plus--a sentence or two introducing your topic that contains 
the Thesis Statement--to the beginning of your paper.

Add a sentence to the very end of your writing that restates your Thesis Statement in some 
way. This is called the Thesis Statement “Reloaded” and should conclude your paper. If you 
have already done this, you should still “code” the CC check box and the Thesis Statement 
“Reloaded” as directed by your teacher. 

You may choose to include Thesis Statement “Reloaded” that restates the title of your paper
rather than the Thesis Statement.

Add one word you have never used before in writing (or more than one, according to your 
level), if you and your teacher think it is appropriate. If you have already done this, you should 
still “code” the CC check box(es) and these words in your paper as directed by your 
teacher.

A word you have never used in writing might be one you use in speaking but not in your
compositions. Do not be afraid to use words you cannot spell! Use spell check on the computer
or a dictionary to spell these challenging words (or ask your teacher for spelling help).

Check each paragraph carefully to be sure that your transition from one paragraph to 
another is smooth. If not, add transition sentences as needed. If your transition sentences 
are adequate, you should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the transition sentence(s) 
in your paper as directed by your teacher. 

Your transition from one topic to another topic may come at the end of a paragraph (telling the next para-
graph’s topic) or at the beginning of a paragraph (telling that new paragraph’s topic).

Add one SSS5—Super Short Sentence of five words or fewer. If you have already done this, 
you should still “code” the CC check box and the SSS5 in your paper as directed by your 
teacher.

Examples:
• They display extraordinary stealth.
• Then, they are trapped!
• And soon it happened.

166 Checklist Challange Weeks 7 & 8: Original “Biographical” (Intro to Persuasion) Five Paragraph Essay

All

All

All All E

All All All All

All



Using a thesaurus, if needed, change one word in each paragraph to a more advanced or 
distinct word. If you and your teacher feel that your vocabulary is advanced enough, you 
should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the advanced words in your paper as 
directed by your teacher. 

Instead of: Use: Instead of: Use:
tree maple deep bottomless
kind compassionate turn swerve
grass blades loud obnoxious 

This may be any type of word--noun, verb, describer, etc. When choosing the new word, select
one that paints a more vivid picture, gives better detail, is more distinct, etc. Do not just randomly
select a word. Your new word choice should be intentional.

Add an adverb (ly word or other) that does not modify a verb. If you have already done this,
you should still “code” the CC check box and the adverb in your paper as directed by your 
teacher.

Example
• Modifies an adjective: Some uncharacteristically sneaky predators use subtle methods.
• Modifies an adverb: Some predators are actually more subtle

An adverb will modify an adjective or another adverb and will usually answer the ques-
tion To what extent? 

Choose a word (or forms of a word) that you used more than one time within each paragraph. 
If the word sounds redundant, change that word, at least once, to a word with a similar 
meaning. If you do not have any redundancy, just “code” the CC check box(es) as directed 
by your teacher.

Examples:
• If joyful is redundant, substitute elated the next time.
• If drove is redundant, substitute careened the next time.
• If answered is redundant. substitute retorted the next time.

Note: Advanced level students should omit as much redundancy as possible throughout all paragraphs.

Do not change insignificant words such as was, it, and, etc.

Add different sentence openers (also known as introductory material or non-essential 
information). If you have already done these, you should still “code”  the CC check boxes 
and the sentence openers in your paper as directed by your teacher.
Examples:

• A subordinate clause opener: When the spider’s victims are in these challenging posi-
tions, those critters are dinner for sure! (Sub Clause + Subordinator + subject + verb)

• A prepositional phrase opener: From these traps and snares, their prey seldom escape.
• An ing opener: Acting via traps and snares, spiders trap prey easily.
• An ed opener: Designed individually for each family of spider, a web is truly a work of art.
• A short PP that requires a comma: From this, the prey cannot get loose.
• A transition word or phrase: Next, the spider designs a temporary spiral of non-sticky silk to act as 
basting.

• An ly word (adverb): Amazingly, the spider produces silk threads from special glands in its abdomen.
• An ly phrase or clause followed by a comma: Slowly backtracking, the spider creates a spiral of sticky silk.
• A conjunctive adverb: Henceforth, the victim cannot escape.
• An interjection: Yes, the spider is a stealthy creature.
• Other non-essential material of your choice: Once there, the “dinner” has no way of escape.
Upper level students should choose various ones -- preferably without much repeating.
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Add one coordinating conjunction (cc) with a complete sentence on both sides (or more than 
one, according to your level). Be sure to put a comma before the cc. If you have already done 
this, you should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the “,cc compound sentence(s)” in 
your paper as directed by your teacher.

Examples:
• Some predators do not catch their prey by assailing them directly, for these sneaky ones use 

far more subtle methods. (CS , cc CS)
• It steps into the trap, for the trap was hidden from view.  (CS , cc CS)

A “comma cc” in the middle of two complete sentences (CS) is one way of creating a com-
pound sentence- -two sentences joined together as one --CS  , cc CS). When you are 
instructed concerning this compound sentence creation, you may see this combination as 
CS, cc CS (Complete Sentence “comma coordinating conjunction” Complete Sentence).

Combine two related complete, sentences (CS) with a semicolon. If you have already done 
this, you should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the CS ; CS in your paper as directed 
by your teacher.  

Examples:
• Some predators do not catch their prey by assailing them directly; these sneaky ones use far 

more subtle methods. (CS; CS)
• They act via traps and snares; they put their victims in challenging positions. (CS; CS)

A semicolon in the middle of two Complete Sentences (CS) is one way of creating a 
compound sentence--two sentences joined together as one. When you are instructed 
concerning this compound sentence creation, you may see this combination as CS ; 
CS (Complete Sentence semicolon Complete Sentence).

Add one set (or more according to check boxes) of descriptive double adjectives separated 
with and or a comma. If you have already done this, you should still “code” the CC check 
box(es) and the double adjectives in your paper as directed by your teacher. 

Examples: 
• Joined by and: The crafty and ingenious spider nearly always catches its prey.
• Joined by a comma: The crafty, ingenious spider nearly always catches its prey.

Remember, double adjectives need and or a comma between them if they can be placed in   
reverse order and still sound correct (i.e. crafty and ingenious or ingenious and crafty; 
crafty, ingenious or ingenious, crafty) Another benchmark for comma use with two adjec-
tives is if you could place an and instead of a comma--and your adjectives still sound 
correct--use a comma.
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Combine two sentences (or one sentence and one [or more] phrase/clause) into one complete 
sentence using the conciseness technique of your choice. If you have already done this, you 
should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the sentence in your paper as directed by 
your teacher. 

Examples:
• Appositive:

Two sentences: A spider’s web is an intricate trap. It seldom releases its victims.
One sentence: A spider’s web, an intricate trap, seldom releases its victims.
An appositive is a phrase dropped into a sentence--and surrounded by 
commas--that renames or restates the words before it.

• Compound verbs:
Two sentences: It traps its victims. It ensnares its victims.
One sentence: It traps and ensnares its victims.

Subject + verb + verb

• Subordinate clause placement:
Two sentences: The spider secures the center of the bridge with a vertical silk strand. 

Then it constructs a frame.
One sentence: Once the spider secures the center of the bridge with a vertical strand,  

it constructs a frame.
Sub Clause opener (subordinator + sub + verb) + CS 

• Another non-essential opener:
Two sentences: They are far more subtle in their methods. They act via traps and snares 

to put their victims in challenging positions.
One sentence: Subtle in their methods, they act via traps and snares to put their victims 

in challenging positions.
Phrase + CS

• Surbordinate clause placement mid sentence:
Two sentences: Orb webs are the ones seen by people most often. They are created by 

two families of spiders.
One sentence: Orb webs, which people see most often, are created by two families 

of spiders.
A subordinate clause (subordinator + Sub + verb) dropped into a sentence--and 
surrounded by commas--that gives more information.

• Conjunctive adverb:
Two sentences: A spider sits patiently in the center of the web. It waits for its victim.
One sentence: A spider waits for its victim; moreover, it sits patiently in the center of its 

web.
CS; CA, CS

• Conjunctive adverb within a sentence:
Two sentences: They are far more subtle in their methods. They act via traps and snares 

to put their victims in challenging positions.
One sentence: They are far more subtle, however, acting via traps and snares

CS, CA, CS

• Dash preceding clause or phrase:
Two sentences: Some predators do not catch their prey by assailing them directly. They 

are far more subtle in their methods.
One sentence: Some predators do not catch their prey by assailing them directly--they 

are far more subtle in their methods.
CS--CS 
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• Coordinating conjunction (cc) between two complete sentences (CS):
Two sentences: Each of the twenty-five families of spiders has its own design for a web.  

Orb webs are the ones most often seen by people.
One sentence: Each of the twenty-five families of spiders has its own design for a web, 

but orb webs are the ones most often seen by people.
CS , cc CS

• Semicolon between two complete sentences:
Two sentences: Spiders create intricate webs. Victims seldom escape from them.
One sentence: Spiders create intricate webs; victims seldom escape from them.

CS ; CS

• Colon usage:
Two sentences: There are two crafty predators. These include the spider and the Venus’ 

fly trap.
One sentence: There are two crafty predators: the spider and the Venus’ fly trap.

CS : CS

Upper level students should choose various ones -- preferably without much 
repeating.

Edit each paragraph with your teacher, and correct any usage or spelling errors. Place a 
check mark in each CC box with a pen or pencil when this step is completed.
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